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COURSE SCHEDULE

Qualitative Research: Theory and Application

Social Work 171
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	DUE DATES AND ACTIVITIES

	1
	Aug.  26
	Introduction; Relevance of Qualitative Research to Social Work Practice
	Shaw & Gould (1998). Chapter 1
Rossman & Rallis, 
Chapter 1
	Lecture
Exercise 1 on Observation

	2
	Aug.  28
	The Foundations of Research:

Competing Paradigms and Basic Concepts
	Shaw & Gould, Chapters 2 

Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 2
	Lecture

Exercise on Applying Concepts


	
	Sept. 2
	Ethics, Social Justice, Empowerment, & Cultural Competency
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 3

Huisman, K. (2008). “Does this mean that your’re not going to come visit me anymore?” Sociological Inquiry, 78, 372-396.

Download article from Electronic Reserve:
http://eres.lib.csufresno.edu/
	

	
	Sept. 4
	
	
	Exercise  on Ethics

Audio clip – National Public Radio (Jan. 16, 2008). Researcher studies gangs by leading one.

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=18003654


	3
	Sept. 9
	Observation & Note taking
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 7 (begin at page 194)

Family Health International (n.d.) Qualitative research methods: A data collector’s field guide [Module 2 – Participant Observation]. Download from:
http://www.fhi.org/NR/rdonlyres/ed2ruznpftevg34lxuftzjiho65asz7betpqigbbyorggs6tetjic367v44baysyomnbdjkdtbsium/participantobservation1.pdf
	

	
	Sept. 11
	
	
	Exercise on Note-taking

	4
	Sept. 16
	The Research Process – Choosing a Research

Method
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapters 4 

Shaw & Gould, Chapter 9
	Lecture

	
	Sept. 18
	
	
	Exercise on Choosing Methods 

	5
	Sept. 23
	Planning the Research Proposal
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 6
	Lecture

Assignment #1 Due

	
	Sept. 25
	
	
	Exercise on Research Proposal

	6
	Sept. 30
	Entering the Field
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 6


	Lecture

	
	Oct. 2
	
	
	Exercise on Entry

	7
	Oct. 7
	Using  Narrative Methods; Feminist Research
	Shaw & Gould, Chapters  5 & 7 
Brayton, J. (1997). What makes feminist research feminist? 
Retrieved on January 16, 2008, from http://www.unb.ca/PAR-L/win/feminmethod.htm
Campbell, W.S. (2008). Lessons in resilience: Undocumented Mexican women in South Carolina. Affilia, 23-231-241.

Download article from Electronic Reserve:
http://eres.lib.csufresno.edu/
	

	
	Oct. 9
	
	
	Exercises on Narrative Methods

	8
	Oct. 14
	Review for Midterm
	
	

	
	Oct. 16
	
	
	Midterm Exam



	9
	Oct. 21
	Gathering Data: Interviews
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 7 (to page 193)

Shaw & Gould, Chapter 4

McNamara, C. (2006).  Basics of conducting a focus group. Download from:
http://www.managementhelp.org/evaluatn/focusgrp.htm
Community Toolbox (n.d.) Conducting focus groups. Download from:
http://ctb1.ku.edu/tools/section_1018.htm
	Lecture

	
	Oct. 23
	
	
	Exercise on Interviews

	10
	Oct. 28
	Field Issues/
Ethnography
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapters 8 & 9

Shaw & Gould, Chapter 3

Moore, S. (n.d.) Ethnographic interview review check list. Download from:
http://www.dec-sped.org/pdf/annualconference/PRE2%20Changing%20Hearts%20and%20Minds%204.pdf
	Lecture

	
	Oct. 30
	
	
	Exercise on Ethnography

	11
	Nov. 4
	Data Analysis, Part 1
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 10

Borgatti, S. (n.d.). An introduction to grounded theory. Download from:
http://www.analytictech.com/mb870/introtoGT.htm
	Lecture

	
	Nov. 6
	
	
	Exercise on Data Analysis

	12
	Nov. 11
	Data Analysis, Part 2
	Rossman & Rallies, Chapter 11
	Lecture



	
	Nov. 13
	
	
	Exercise on Data Analysis

Class time for organizing Field Research Groups



	13
	Nov. 18
	Writing Reports
	Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 12

Brown, D. (n.d.). The barrier of fear:An  ethnographic interview about Native American health disparities. The Permanente Journal. 
Download from:

http://xnet.kp.org/permanentejournal/winter07/barrier.html
	Lecture

Assignment #2 Due

	
	Nov. 20
	
	
	Exercise on Writing Reports



	14
	Nov. 25
	Participatory Action Research: Research 
	Alvarez, A., & Gutierrez, L. (2001). Choosing to do participatory action research. Journal of Community Practice, 9(1), 1-20. Yoshihama, M., & Carr, E. (2002). Community

participation reconsidered: Feminist participatory

action research with Hmong women. Journal of

Community Practice, 10 (4), 85-103.

Download both articles from Electronic Reserve:

http://eres.lib.csufresno.edu/
	Lecture

Class time for organizing Field Research Groups

	
	Nov. 27
	Thanksgiving
	No Class


	

	15
	Dec. 2
	Evaluative Research 
	Shaw & Gould, Chapter 6

Patton, M. (2003). Qualitative evaluation checklist.

http://www.wmich.edu/evalctr/checklists/qec.pdf
Ferguson, K., & Islam, N. (2008). Conceptualizing outcomes with street-living young adults: Grounded theory approach to evaluating the social enterprise intervention. Qualitative Social Work, 7, 217-237. Download article from Electronic Reserve:
http://eres.lib.csufresno.edu/

	Lecture

	
	Dec. 4
	Qualitative Research & Professional Practice
	Shaw & Gould, Chapters 9 & 10

McRoy, R. (n.d.). Qualitative research. http://www.uncp.edu/home/marson/qualitative_research.html

	Class Time for Field Research Groups

	16
	Dec. 9
	Course Wrap Up
	Review for Final Exam
	Assignment #3 Due


Final Exam:  December 18, 5:45-7:45
