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Dr. Hardina

Fall, 2008
ASSIGNMENT #2
LITERATURE REVIEW
Chapter 2 should include the following components: 
	1.
	Introductory paragraph that describes the content of the Chapter. 


	2.
	Theoretical/Conceptual Literature:

	Option A
	Quantitative Studies: 

	 
	In quantitative studies, this section of the project should describe the intended outcome of the intervention. In other words, what is the assumed linkage between the independent variables and the dependent variable that you propose to examine? For example, if you intend to examine the effect of parental education classes in increasing participant scores on the Hudson's self-esteem scale, you should offer an explanation as to why such an effect is expected. What you are doing is identifying a “cause and effect relationship.” Literature on practice models that helps you define the variables or lists the activities necessary to implement the intervention is appropriate here – see the specific parts of empirical articles that specify the author’s theoretical assumptions. Why should the intervention produce results? 

	 
	Qualitative studies
As with quantitative research, you can describe the theories previously used to describe or examine your topic. However, the development of a theoretical framework is not always possible in qualitative studies. If fact, the lack of previous theories is one of the indicators that you should take into account in choosing to conduct quantitative or qualitative research. Qualitative studies are more likely to be conducted if there is limited theoretical or empirical literature on the topic. Instead, you may write a critical review of the previous literature (for example, in what ways do previous theories “fit or fail to fit the experience" of the group (e.g., women, persons of color, persons with disabilities, or gay men and lesbians) you wish to study. How does this call for your proposed qualitative study?

	 
	An alternative (or in addition) to a critical review of previous theories is a discussion of the literature pertaining to a type of qualitative research methodology. Write a description of your approach to qualitative data collection and analysis (feminist, participatory action research, ethnographic studies, grounded research, needs assessments) based on the "how to" literature found in social work or psychology/sociology journals and research textbooks. For instance, if you were to conduct a qualitative research study using a feminist approach you must identify the basic research assumptions that differentiate feminist research from traditional quantitative approaches. Address how this approach with its assumptions is appropriate to your research question/goals.
A third alternative that can be appropriate, depending on the prevalence of existing literature pertaining to your research question or the population studied is to provide a historical overview of the problem or population studied.

	3.
	Empirical Literature (you should include a transition paragraph that describes the specific topics contained within the review and try to develop some narrative that links the different types of literature). 

	 
	You may use journal articles, books, or social work textbooks as references, however, avoid excessive use of "as cited in" a secondary source.

	 
	Make sure that you organize your articles into specific categories. For example, studies conducted on specific populations, different types of studies, different aspects of the independent or dependent variables. Make sure that this section can be read as a story or narrative. You are trying to provide the reader with a justification for your choice of methodological approaches in Chapter 3.

	Option B.
	It’s also o.k. to integrate the theoretical and empirical lit into one longer narrative – however, you must make explicit t the methods commonly used by previous researchers to address the problem. What I’m after is a rationale for the research approach that you’ve chosen and an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of previous research. Your empirical literature review should be viewed as a guidebook or a map that assists you in developing your own methodology.

	 
	Points to be addressed in this section include:

	 
	What types of research has been conducted in the last several years (if any)? 

	 
	Is the research primarily qualitative, quantitative or descriptive?

	 
	Describe characteristics of subjects who were typically included in the study?

	 
	What were the primary research questions or hypotheses?

	 
	What types of research designs or qualitative methods were used?

	 
	What types of sampling methods were used? How big were the samples?

	 
	What types of instruments were used to collect data? How was reliability assessed?(For standardized scales include measures of reliability such as Cronbach’s alpha; for qualitative research discuss how the researcher established whether the data collection and analysis process produced “trustworthy results.”)

	 
	What were the primary findings?

	 
	Note: Most of your literature should be relatively recent (written in the last 10 years). 


	4.
	Gaps in the Literature

	 
	In this section, give your opinion about the quality (or lack of quality) in the previous literature that you described in the literature review:

	 
	What were the strengths of previous studies?

	 
	What were the weaknesses?

	 
	Are there any apparent gaps in this literature (types of studies not conducted, population groups not included, issues not addressed)?

	 
	How does your study improve on previous research? How does it fill in any apparent gaps in the theoretical or empirical literature


	 5.
	Include a summary paragraph that describes the main points in this chapter.

	Note:
	A minimum of 20 reference sources must be used. You may use journal articles, books, or social work textbooks as references. (Note: For the project/thesis, the minimum number of references sources for literature review is 30 for the theoretical and empirical literature reviews). 


Include a reference list with the assignment. However, your reference lists for Chapters 1-3 is to be located at the end of your manuscript rather than after each chapter. 

DUE: MONDAY, OCTOBER 20
GRADING CRITERIA FOR LITERATURE REVIEW CHAPTER

Name of Student: ______________________

	Points toward Grade
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met
	Comment

	5 points
	Introductory Paragraph
	 
	 
	

	35 points
	Theoretical Literature Review has a minimum of 10 sources. Literature review is directly related to the research question or hypothesis
	 
	 
	

	35 points
	Empirical Literature Review has a minimum of 10 sources. The research literature in this field is described.
	 
	 
	

	20 points
	Gaps in previous literature are described
	 
	 
	

	5 points
	Summary paragraph
	
	
	


