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Assignment #1
Internet Exercises

Complete all three of the following Internet Exercises:

1. Comparison of websites describing opposing political, ideological, or social issues.

Go to the Checklist for Advocacy Web page at:

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=Checklist+for+an+advocacy+web+page&btnG=Google+Search
Use the checklist to compare two websites. You may use the websites listed below or choose two other websites that represent opposing views of an issue:

http://www.mynra.com (National Rifle Association)

http://www.bradycampaign.org/
(Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun violence)

Using the five sets of criteria from the checklist, turn in a two to three page paper comparing these sites.

EXERCISE #1 DUE 
February 19

2. Analysis of the web pages of politicians. Using one of the following websites, identify a state or federal official who represents the geographic area in which you live. (see p. 111 in Jansson). 

Write a 1 to 2 page paper and answer the following questions:

Name of official/candidate – party affiliation

What are his or her top legislative agenda items?

Is there any information about their campaign finances on their web sites?

What individuals or interest groups do they seem to represent?

Do you feel that this elected official or candidate represents your interests? Why or why not? 

Is there an issue or policy that you would like to see them address? What is it? What is the importance of this issue for you personally or for the social work profession?

You may also use the web page for a current political candidate to conduct this analysis. 

Web sites for legislators include:

	California State Assembly
	http://www.assembly.ca.gov  

	California State Senate 
	http://www.sen.ca.gov

	U.S. House of Representatives
	http://www.house.gov/

	U.S. Senate
	http://www.senate.gov/


3. Comparison of Federal and State Legislation (see Jansson, p. 187).

Using Federal and State legislative databases, compare Federal and state legislation on the same issue.


Write a 2-3 page paper and address the following issues:

1. Compare the results of your searches—how are the bills or laws similar? Do they address the same or similar problems? How is the state’s approach different from the federal of vice versa?

2. Who introduced or sponsored each piece of legislation? Find their homepage and compare their legislative agenda.

3. From your perspective, is the solution to the problem addressed in the legislation a good solution or a poor solution? Critique each piece of legislation as if you were a member of the state legislature faced with voting on that piece of legislation

(Jansson, 2008, p. 187). 

EXERCISES 2 & 3 DUE
March 4

50 POINTS FOR ALL THREE EXERCISES

(10 points for Exercise #1 and 20 points each for Exercises #2 and #3) 
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