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ASSIGNMENT #2
ANALYZING DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES
Analyze a current social, economic, or political issue (for example, a current or previous ballot proposition, government policy, or piece of legislation). Describe the issue and the positions of proponents and opponents. 

	1.
	Describe the issue (policy, plan, or legislation) under discussion.
	10%

	2.
	Identify the decision-makers and interest groups that will influence the decision.
	10%

	3.
	Describe the decision-makers' positions on the issue
	5%

	4.
	Describe the sources of power associated with each major decision-maker or interest group (for example, money, authority, knowledge, information, votes, professional status, gender, ethnicity, or social class). 
	5%

	5.
	Vested interest (you may infer vested interest based on knowledge of the decision-makers personal or professional associations)
	5%

	6.
	Identify any groups that are included or excluded from the decision-making processes. 
	5%

	7.
	Assess how the inclusion or exclusion of these groups will affect the decision-making process. Do any of these groups seem more empowered than others?
	10%

	8.
	Identify alliances or coalitions among the decision-makers and interest groups. (For most policy debates and legislative action, actual coalitions and alliances are formed among organizations supporting or opposing public issues or legislation).
	10%

	9..
	Identify environmental influences (economic, political, cultural, or media) that can or potentially can affect the decision. 
	10%

	10.
	Describe strategies used by a least one interest group to influence decision-makers or the public. 
	10%

	11.
	Examine how the decision was made (through cooperation or conflict; negotiation among interest groups or by political elites; radical change from previous policy or incremental changes made).
	10%

	12.
	In your opinion, was social justice achieved in the decision-making process. If not, why did this occur?
	10%


In addition to observation, sources of data for your analysis may include newspapers, magazines, televised city council or legislative hearings, interviews with key informants, and reports prepared by interest groups or government agencies.

 

DUE: November 15/16



30% OF FINAL GRADE

LENGTH: 7-10 pages

Use each item on the list as a subheading in your paper. Each item is worth 10% of the total grade.

List all references on the last page of your paper. 
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