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ASSIGNMENT # 1
ARTICLE DECONSTRUCTION
Find at least three articles on qualitative research. These articles should describe studies that reflect at least two of the five traditions in qualitative research described by Creswell (1998):

Biography/Narrative Inquiry

Phenomenological Study

Grounded Theory Study

Ethnography

Case Study

For each of the four studies that you examine, answer the following questions. Although you might want to draft your responses in outline form, write up your final paper in paragraph format. Try to limit the description of your article to one or two paragraphs. Rather than listing the complete reference for each item prior to your description of that article, incorporate the author (s) name and date in the first sentence of the paragraph (see example below). However, I do want a complete list of your references (using APA style) at the end of your paper. 

1. What research questions were addressed?

2. What concepts were examined? How were they defined?
3. What individuals, groups, or settings were selected for examination by the researcher? What rationale was given for their selection? 

4. Which of the five traditions identified by Creswell were used to conduct the study?

5. What value assumptions, ideological perspectives, or biases (if any) were identified by the researchers?

6. How was data collected?

7. What sampling methods were used?

8. What data collection methods were used?

9. What were the major findings?

10. What procedures were used by the researcher to analyze the data?

11. Do you think that the author(s) analysis was an accurate representation of the perceptions or actions of the people studied? Why?

12. What do you think were the strengths and weaknesses of the study? 

Example of “literature review” style:

Mirabella and Wish (2000) conducted research to compare the perceptions of nonprofit managers and instructors as to the best type of professional degree for managers. They selected 10 schools of business, social work, and public administration with nonprofit management curriculum. Their sample also included some stand-alone nonprofit management programs. In each setting, they conducted focus groups and surveys with students, employers, alumni, and instructors. 

Due February 25




40 points (10%) of final grade

� 	Do not simply cut and paste references from electronic sources into your reference list. Most often APA required information is missing from these sources. You may need to convert on-line journal articles into PDF format in order to find information such as page range or volume numbers.
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