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    Dr. Hardina
CHAPTER #1

INTRODUCTION AND PROBLEM STATEMENT
 
	a.
	Introductory paragraph with a general description of problem to be addressed. Authors often present some broader context in which to place the study, i.e., what is the big problem/concern/issue that underlies your research. 

	b.
	Identification of the problem.  This section identifies the specific problem or question that you will focus on and your research approach. It narrows the scope of the proposed research. These areas are covered briefly; often specifics are developed in the literature review. Give the reader some context, e.g. scope, prevalence, and impact of the problem.

	c.
	How do social workers or service consumers encounter/experience this problem?

	d.
	In what context, does this problem occur? (agency settings, in the community, private practice, etc)?

	e.
	Who is typically affected by the problem (social workers, clients, community residents, administrators, the general public, etc.)?

	f.
	What is the scope (i.e. size or impact) of the problem?  Provide the reader with percentages or other statistical information about the size of the problem or the size of the population affected (this can include Census data, information from agency records, or reports distributed by advocacy organizations).

	g
	What do social workers typically do about it?

	h.
	What additional information would assist social workers in combating/addressing this problem? What is the justification for conducting this study?

	i.
	What is the theoretical conceptualization of the problem/questions that you will use in the project or thesis?  That is, what is your conceptual framework? This may also refer to the framework you are using to conduct qualitative research (e.g., phenomenological, feminist)

	j.
	Optional: If you are conducting an activity or task in addition to research, briefly describe the activity or task in detail here. Describe what you plan to do, the purpose of the activity or task, the rationale for the activity, the setting, the people involved, and the expected outcome. Please remember that you will also be responsible for conducting research on some aspect of your activity (for example, an assessment or an evaluation). You must complete the rest of this assignment by describing the research component. Please also note – you will be asked to put insert a more detailed description of this material in Chapter 3. 

	j.
	What is your primary research question or hypothesis? What do you want to find out about this? (You will restate the question in Chapter 3 and include additional questions in that chapter)

	k.
	For quantitative studies, give brief definitions of your primary variables. For qualitative studies, give a brief description of the primary concept that you want to examine.

	l.
	Include a brief statement of about how you collected data to answer you research questions or test your hypothesis. Identify your unit of analysis. Who or what did you study? (Include a description of the population group and the number of people or cases studied).  How did you go about studying the problem?

	m.
	Optional: Briefly provide information about the agency or program in which the research has been conducted.

	n.
	Include a paragraph that summarizes the content of this chapter and tells the reader what to expect in chapter 2.


 
(Use 5-10 references from the literature to describe the problem and theoretical framework)
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Student Name:_____________
	Points toward Grade
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met
	Comments
	

	5 points
	Introductory paragraph with a general description of problem to be addressed. Authors often present some broader context in which to place the study, i.e., what is the big problem/concern/issue that underlies your research. 
	
	
	

	10 points
	Identification of the problem.  This section identifies the specific problem or question that you will focus on and your research approach. It narrows the scope of the proposed research. These areas are covered briefly; often specifics are developed in the literature review. Give the reader some context, e.g. scope, prevalence, and impact of the problem.
	
	
	

	5 points
	How do social workers or service consumers encounter/experience this problem?
	
	
	

	5 points
	In what context, does this problem occur? (agency settings, in the community, private practice, etc)?
	
	
	

	5 points
	Who is typically affected by the problem (social workers, clients, community residents, administrators, the general public, etc.)?

	
	
	

	Points toward Grade
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met
	Comments

	5 points
	What is the scope (i.e. size or impact) of the problem?  
	
	
	

	5 points
	What do social workers typically do about it?
	
	
	

	5 points
	What additional information would assist social workers in combating/addressing this problem? What is the justification for conducting this study?
	
	
	

	10 points
	What is the theoretical conceptualization of the problem/questions that you will use in the study?  T
	
	
	

	10 points
	What is your primary research question or hypothesis? What do you want to find out about this or what do you want to do (activity/task in addition to research)? 
	
	
	

	10 points
	For quantitative studies, give brief definitions of your primary variables. For qualitative studies, give a brief description of the primary concept that you want to examine.
	
	
	

	10 points
	Include a brief statement of about how you will collect data to answer you research questions or test your hypothesis. Identify your unit of analysis. Who or what did you study? (Include a description of the population group and the number of people or cases studied).  How did you go about studying the problem?
	
	
	

	5 points
	Include a paragraph that summarizes the content of this chapter and tells the reader what to expect in chapter 2.
	
	
	

	10 points
	Reference list includes a minimum of 5-10 sources from books, refereed journals, or scholarly research reports.
	
	
	


Total Points: _______
Grade:  _______________
