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METHODOLOGY
This chapter should include most of the following items. Please be aware that the content of your chapter will differ somewhat depending on whether you are completing, a qualitative, descriptive, or quantitative study. For example, you will have research questions rather than hypotheses in either qualitative or quantitative research. Also, you will use different methods to establish the reliability of your data if you use qualitative rather than quantitative data. 

Also, please note:  If you plan to conduct an activity or perform a task rather than simply conduct research, you must describe that activity/task/intervention in this chapter. However, such an activity must also have an empirical/research component that should also be described in this chapter following the chapter outline. For example, if you are writing a program proposal for an organization, such a proposal should also contain data from a needs assessment that you will conduct. If you plan to coordinate a conference or a workshop, Chapter 3 should include a plan for evaluating the conference or workshop. 

	a.
	An introductory paragraph that includes a brief description of the problem addressed by the study and the types of research questions 

	b.
	Identify your variables for descriptive or quantitative research (If you have constructed a research hypothesis you will need to identify your dependent and independent variables.) For qualitative research, identify at least one primary concept. 

	c.
	Optional: If you are conducting an activity or task in addition to research, please describe the activity or task in detail here. Describe what you plan to do, the purpose of the activity or task, the rationale for the activity, the setting, the people involved, and the expected outcome. Please remember that you will also be responsible for conducting research on some aspect of your activity (for example, an assessment or an evaluation). You must complete the rest of this assignment by describing the research component.

	d.
	For quantitative or descriptive research, list operational definitions for at least two or three of your primary variables. An operation definition includes both the dictionary (nominal) definition of the concept and a statement about how you will measure the concept. You will not have an operational definition for qualitative research, but you should provide a definition of the concept.

	e.
	Restate your primary research question and any secondary questions. Hypotheses or research questions should be generated from your theoretical literature review. For example
Hypothesis 1: Intervention X will decrease hospitalizations among children with diabetes.
Hypothesis 2:  There is an association between gender of the child and the number of post-intervention hospitalizations.
For qualitative and descriptive research you should have at least one primary research question and you may have as many as four or five. In descriptive research it makes sense to add additional research questions that examine the relationship between demographic variables and the primary variable that you want to measure – for example, if you are measuring opinions on immigration you might want to examine whether such opinions will vary by ethnicity or gender.

	f.
	For quantitative and descriptive research, describe your research design and describe how you implemented this design (see Rubin & Babbie for a list of designs). For qualitative research, simply describe what type of study will be conducted (for example, a case study, content analysis, ethnographic research, feminist research, etc). 

	g.
	Describe your target population and sampling plan. How many people were included and how were they selected?

	h.
	Describe your data collection method and instruments (In your final manuscript, refer the reader to a copy of the instrument in Appendix A).

	i.
	If appropriate, Describe any permissions you obtained in order to use a standardized instrument.

	j.
	Describe how you ensured reliability and validity. If you use a standardized instrument, include information about the reliability and validity of the instrument. If you are conducting a qualitative study, describe how you will establish “trustworthiness.”

	k..
	Describe your human subjects procedures 

	l.
	Describe your Data Analysis Plan including: the type of data to be analyzed, the type of computer program used for statistical analysis, statistical methods to be used to examine the data and level of measurement for the variables analyzed (nominal, ordinal, interval, or ratio).  HINT: level of measurement determines what statistical tests are appropriate for descriptive and quantitative research.

	m.
	Describe the limitations of your study.

	n.
	Describe how the study addresses the concepts of empowerment, social justice, and diversity.

	o.
	Include a paragraph that summarizes the content of this chapter.

	p.
	Attach a copy of your instrument. You will need to have the instrument completed in order to apply for human subject clearance.


 
PROTECTION OF HUMAN SUBJECTS

 
In your methods chapter, include information about how you will protect your subjects from harm. 
 
	a.
	Confidentiality

	b.
	Informed consent (including potential harm to participants and the right to 

	
	withdraw from the study at any time).

	c.
	Reactivity of subjects to exposure to data collection instruments

	d.
	If applicable, measures taken to make responses anonymous i.e. the assignment of code numbers to questionnaires.

	e..
	Measures taken to ensure that only the researchers will have access to information about respondents. (For example, only researchers will have access to names of respondents. Surveys and tape recordings will be secured in locked file drawers).

	f..
	Measures taken to address specific vulnerabilities of participants, e.g., capacity to consent, undue incentives, nature of relationship of respondent with agency.

	g..
	Measures taken to insure that instruments and consent forms are culturally appropriate. 


 
NOTE: Most secondary analysis (for example, case record analysis) is considered ”exempt" research (no human subjects review by the University committee is necessary, however, the proposal must still be cleared by the department. However, I would like a written statement that describes how you will secure access to information about the identity of individuals identified in the case records.
 
Research that includes children requires that a release form be signed by parents and WILL require review at the University level.
 
Research in which a participant is exposed to an intervention requires or completes a face to face interview requires that a consent form be signed.
 
Survey research does not require that a consent form be signed. However, the participant should be given a written statement that describes the purpose of the study and guarantees confidentiality. 
 
Be aware: Most agencies require that research proposals must be approved through a formal agency process. The director or another designated individual must "sign-off" on your project i.e. verify that human subjects protections are in place.
 
Also note: In order for your three chapters to be approved, you must provide the legal document provided by the Department of Social Work Education (Protection of Human Subjects) and have it signed by your chair and committee members. 
 
Both the agency and DSWE/university Human Subjects approvals should be attached to the final version of the proposal.
DUE DURING THE PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 1-13. STUDENTS WHO ARE PLANNING TO REGISTER FOR THESIS AND STUDENTS PLANNING TO CONDUCT RESEARCH ON CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, OR PRISONERS SHOULD SUBMIT THEIR CHAPTER 3 AND THEIR HUMAN SUBJECTS MATERIAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

 

GRADING CRITERIA FOR CHAPTER 3


Name of Student: _______________________________
	Points toward Grade
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met
	Comment

	5 points
	Introductory paragraph
	
	
	

	10 points
	Identification and definition of variables and concepts and/or description of activity or task that may be performed in addition to empirical component of the study. 
	
	
	

	10 points.
	Research questions identified and/or description of any activity or task that will be the focus on your project. Please note that activities/tasks may be the focus of projects. All theses must be empirical studies.
	
	
	

	5 points
	Research design or type
	
	
	

	10 points
	Sampling plan
	
	
	

	10 points
	Data collection plan/research instrument 
	
	
	

	10 points.
	Reliability/validity or trustworthiness
	
	
	

	15 points
	Describe your human subjects procedures and have verification that human subjects approval was obtained from DSWE
	
	
	

	10 points.
	Data analysis plan
	
	
	

	5 points
	Describe the limitations of your study.
	
	
	

	5 points
	Describe how the study addresses the concepts of empowerment, social justice, and diversity.
	
	
	

	5 points
	Include a paragraph that summarizes the content of this chapter.
	
	
	


 Total ______




Grade _______
 
