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Overview of Project/Thesis Chapters
The thesis/project proposal and the final report are usually organized into the following major chapters. Depending on the complexity of the project, there may be variations specific to your situation.
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FOR THIS CLASS, YOU WILL WRITE A DRAFT OF THE FIRST 3 CHAPTERS (detailed outline follows):
 
I
Identification of Problem
II
Literature Review
III
Methodology (Note:  This chapter includes as discussion of your plans for the Protection of Human Subjects)
Some things to remember:
	1.
	The length of your three chapters will probably not exceed 30 typed (in 12 point font), double-spaced, pages with 1-inch margins. This will vary depending on the scope of your literature review, detail of your methodology, etc. 


	2.
	The draft of the three chapters submitted for SWRK 292 will be expanded in your final written report.  You will also add the results and conclusions chapters.



	3.
	Your literature review will probably be the chapter that will need the most work subsequent to completion of your chapter drafts in SWRK 292. You should also expect to make minor changes to Chapter 1 after you complete your data collection and finish writing the last two chapters. You may find that you made minor changes in your methodology or data collection methods as you completed your research.

	4.
	You can also expect to make minor changes in Chapter 3, “Methodology” to reflect these changes. Also, the tense used in the final draft of Chapter 3 should indicate that you have completed the tasks initially proposed in Chapter 3. For example, write that “data was collected” from 35 respondents” rather than “data will be collected.”



	5.
	Gather/keep copies of forms, instruments, written permission from the agency etc. for the appendix.


	6.
	It is important, that you find a project chair for SWRK 298/299 who is knowledgeable about your topic and the methodology that you propose to use. Make sure that you keep your chair informed about the contents of your three chapters. Please let Dr. Hardina know if any advice given in the class is fundamentally at odds with the research approach suggested by your chair.


 
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
For SWRK 292, you must produce an acceptable proposal for empirical research (quantitative or qualitative methods). Topics may include, but are not limited to:
 
	1.
	Evaluation of your own practice with a client, group, family, or community system (Did the intervention produce the intended results?)

	2.
	Evaluation of service delivery outcomes (Are the agency's services [e.g., direct services, specific programs, events, workshops] effective?)

	3.
	Survey research

	4.
	Assessment of the process of service delivery (What factors contribute to the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness of a particular intervention or program?)

	5.
	Implementation analysis (Has a program/policy been put into operation as intended?)

	6.
	Single system or multiple baseline designs to evaluate the effectiveness of an intervention used by a single practitioner.

	7.
	Needs assessment (What services are needed by service consumers or community residents?)

	8.
	Qualitative research (What are the opinions or perspectives of social workers or service consumers on issues of concern in social work practice?) 

	9.
	Participatory action research (Development of a new program or policy because of research into a social issue in collaboration with those people likely to benefit from the project.)

	10.
	Feminist Research  (Identification of, and a contribution to greater understanding of, social problems or service delivery issues that originate from the oppression of women.)


	11.
	Ethnographic studies (Identification of, and a contribution to greater understanding of, social problems or service delivery issues affecting members of specific ethnic or cultural groups or other disadvantaged populations.)


	12. 
	Case record or social indicator analysis (What do agency records tell us about client needs, demand for services, or the manner in which client problems are defined by social workers?)

	13.
	Policy or program “outcome” evaluations.

	14.
	Case study of the process of policy development (using secondary sources and/or interview data).

	15.
	Library-based study of a social work/welfare/policy issue; you have to present an acceptable rationale for the methodology and sampling of literature (i.e., your data). Only two options are acceptable: a) Meta-analysis of empirical literature b) In depth, e.g., content analysis, historical analysis, analysis of policies or organization driven by theory.


 
 
Important!!! You also may choose to do an activity or task related to your topic that is logically derived from your research question and literature. Examples of this could include curriculum development, a training workshop, coordination of a conference, or the design of a new program. This activity must be described in your project and it must have an empirical component. For example, if you were to conduct a training, a “research” activity could involve evaluating the workshop. Similarly if you intended to develop a new program, you could conduct a needs assessment to document that a new program is actually needed. 
 Note: It is expected that once the three chapters are approved for this class, you will continue to add reference sources to those chapters under the guidance of your chair during Spring semester. Please be advised, that you are expected to make some revisions in the three chapters developed in this class, based on comments from the instructor and your chair. Therefore, some revisions may be required during Spring semester regardless of your grade in this class. Revisions can be minimized by consulting with your chair on a regular basis and following the chapter outline.

 

APA (VERSION 5) format is required. See APA handout prepared for this class – you can purchase the APA manual from the bookstore and there are some simplified guides that illustrate the basis format. Note: the Graduate office requires a slightly different format for thesis that incorporates most of the APA basics.

 

 
GRADING CRITERIA FOR 292 – FIRST THREE CHAPTERS

 
	 
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met

	 
1.
	Problem statement provides information about the scope and origin of     the problem (Minimum of 5 reference sources).
	 
	 

	2.
	Problem statement links the problem to social work practice and describes the purpose of the study.
	 
	 

	 

3.
	Problem statement clearly identifies the approach to research or the research paradigm used to conduct the study; the unit of analysis is identified.
	 
	 

	4.
	Theoretical Framework identifies recent literature (less than 10 years old) that contains information about cause & effect relationships that pertain to the problem (quantitative approach), the strengths and weakness of this literature or offer information about factors expected to be associated with the problem (descriptive study). a For qualitative research or needs assessment studies, information on research gaps may be substituted using literature that describes appropriate approaches for conducting research among underserved populations (for example, women or ethnic communities).
	 
	 

	5.
	Theoretical literature review contains a minimum of 10  reference sources.
	 
	 

	6.
 

 

 
	Empirical literature review contains a critical review of research published during the last 10 years using a minimum of 10 -15 empirical articles from professional journals or research reports published by government and private organizations.
	 
	 

	7.
	Methodology section provides a realistic and concrete framework for research design, sampling, data collection, and analysis; choice of methods is logically derived from the student’s review of the 
Literature. If part of the project is an activity or task, it has been adequately described in this chapter and it is adequately tied to the problem statement and literature review.
	 
	 

	8.
	Research questions/hypotheses are clearly identified and are derived from the theoretical and empirical literature.
	 
	 

	9.
	Primary research concepts are clearly defined.
	 
	 

	 
	Human subjects protections are described that are realistic and will protect at-risk populations and provide confidentiality to respondents. Appropriate steps have been taken to ensure informed consent.
	 
	 

	10.
	Data collection employs one of the following methods: content analysis, observation, surveys, interviews, or statistical analysis of existing data sets.
	 
	 

	11.
	Student has taken appropriate steps to ensure that research instruments, human subjects material, and data collection instruments are appropriate in terms of language, cultural sensitivity, and social class.

	 
	 

	12
	An appropriate research instrument has been chosen or constructed.
	 
	 

	13.
	Student has provided information on the validity/reliability of the instrument used or has taken steps to assess validity/reliability of constructed instruments.
	 
	 


 
 GRADING CRITERIA FOR FINAL DRAFT OF ALL THREE CHAPTERS: 
 
	Meets 11.5-13 Conditions    
	A

	Meets 9-11 Conditions                            
	B

	Meets 8 Conditions                          
	C

	Meets 6-7 Conditions                         
	D

	Meets 5 or below 
	    F  
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