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    Dr. Hardina
MINI PROPOSAL

Identifying the Research Topic and Finding Research Literature
 
	1.
	
	Identification of the problem.  Describe the topic or issue that you want to study.

	
	a.
	Describe the topic or issue that you want to study.

	
	b..
	How do social workers or service consumers encounter/experience this problem?

	
	c.
	In what context, does this problem occur (agency settings, in the community, private practice, etc)?

	
	d.
	Who is typically affected by the problem (social workers, clients, community residents, administrators, the general public, etc.)?

	
	e.
	What is the scope (i.e. size or impact) of the problem?  Provide the reader with percentages or other statistical information about the size of the problem or the size of the population affected (this can include Census data, information from agency records, or reports distributed by advocacy organizations).

	
	f.
	What do social workers typically do about it?

	
	g.
	What additional information would assist social workers in combating/addressing this problem? What is the justification for conducting this study?

	2.
	
	Conduct a brief literature review. Find at least five research articles related to your topic. You are encouraged to use the library’s electronic resources to conduct your search including Social Work Abstracts and Academic Search Premier. Use the guidelines in the Pyrczak & Bruce (2007) text to determine if articles are research/empirical. For example, does the title or abstract contain the words, “research,” “study,” “survey,” “experimental,” or “qualitative”? 

	
	a.
	List all 5 articles in your paper using APA format.

	
	b..
	Choose one of the articles that seems to be closest to the topic you want to study or that appeals to you in terms of methodology. Write a one paragraph description of this article that contains information on the research questions or hypotheses addressed, major variables or concepts, sampling procedures, data collection methods, and major findings.

	
	c..
	Do you think this is a good study? What do you think were the strengths and/or weaknesses? 
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	Points toward Grade
	 
Criteria
	Met Conditions
	Conditions
Not Met
	Comments
	

	20 points
	Identification of the problem or topic.  
	
	
	

	5 points
	How do social workers or service consumers encounter/experience this problem?
	
	
	

	5 points
	In what context, does this problem occur? (agency settings, in the community, private practice, etc)?
	
	
	

	5 points
	Who is typically affected by the problem (social workers, clients, community residents, administrators, the general public, etc.)?
	
	
	

	5 points
	What is the scope (i.e. size or impact) of the problem?  
	
	
	

	5 points
	What do social workers typically do about it?
	
	
	

	5 points
	What additional information would assist social workers in combating/addressing this problem? What is the justification for conducting this study?
	
	
	

	20 points
	Reference list of five empirical articles on the topic formatted using APA
	
	
	

	20 points
	A brief description a study described in one of the articles
	
	
	

	10 points
	Form signed by prospective chair indicating that he/she is aware of the student’s topic and proposed format.
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Grade:  _______________
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