
The evolution of student assessment reporting (USA)

1 First in class
2 Orderly, correct, attentive
3 Made very little improvement
4 Learnt little or nothing
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-  non-passing grades not 
reported on transcripts

Data mainly from Durm (1993) Educational Forum 57
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I–III	 Pass with distinction
IV	 Pass
V	 Fail

Color gradient: no 
information on where 
on the percentile 
scale a grade division 
was made (positions 
of horizontal white 
dividing lines are 
arbitrary)

Columns with no 
labels: no information 
on what the various 
grade divisions 
were called by the 
institution
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