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inscribe in your register, and th€n you can seDd me
whatever you wisll,"

ANTONIA I se€. That way you could pocket aI
the money your lovers gave to the doctor and druggist,
who would b€ handing it back to you.

N.4NN, You're pretty lmart. AnFvay, it was a
leal beny hugh that evening at supper rdth my men
q/hen I acted as though I'd been baally taken and
slumped right utrder the table. My mother, who was in
on tbe scheme, loosened my Mice, lookiog tenibly
trightened. and belp€d by the meo canied me to my
bed, *ailing and crying es if I were dead. Tbm I came
to, let out a 8!eat slgh, ard whbpered: "Oh, my bea(."
AI the metr b€gan crying: "Dorl't worry, it's nothidg.
Theyre iust pon tlat come from the brain," I said:
"I feel a[ dght as I am," fainte-d again, and begatr
wlithiDg ilr anguish, so rnuch so that two of the metr
ratr lor the doctor. He came, held my vrist delicately
betwrcD his tsrc fngers like a player fing€tilg the stops
on the neck of the lute, r€vived me with rose-vilegar
water, ard declared: "Hd pulse is stil beating!" and
left tb€ .oom. Some of my qedulous saps consoled my
Dxa.a|4 who want€d to iump out of lle windo\v, while
th€ others clustercd aroutd the doctor, who was writing
his prescription for tle drugSist. As soon as he had
dashed it ofi, ooe of them brought it hims€lf to the
dru8gist's shop ard retumed with his hands ful of
paper twiats and phials. After this the doctor left,
thouSh 6r!t telling them what Dust be done for me. My
Eother had some difrculty getting dd of my lovers,
because they all vranted to sit and watch at my bedsidc,
x,ithout even taking off their clothcs. The rext moming
thcy a[ retumed, a[d the doctor too. w}tetr the good
mall h€ard how close I had code during t]c night to
passing otr, h. told ihem to collect twenty-five vefttian
ducab to psy for drting a ccrtain distillation. One of
lhe dup€s, not even conccmcd that, once boiled in the
stiq tho6c ducab would melt away forever, gave tbem
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to Iny motber, who stowed them carefully in our osn
litde Door box: and no matt€r how much rhat idiot
Dight have croaked, he would never have s€en them
asain in this liJe. ln sho( what with medicines of
"t'oUo.U, sy-p", cordials, enemas, ilreps, nanwchristi,
payment for doctor's services, fuewood, and candles, a
Dursefi o{ coins poured jnto my }aods.' 

ANT)NIA Didnl you get bored sruck in bed eveo
though you were healthy?

N/NNI I would have if I had been a[ by mysef;
but one night the doctor wo ld come to massage my
back and $e ne^l night the druggis' look oler and
rubbed fte down thoroughly. when I was on my feet
agah and tu y recovered, plucked, roasted capons and
delicate wines showered dorrn on me; my lovers had
raped every prelate\ cell to supply me.

ANTONIA Hahzhal
NINNI That merchant I rnentioned be{ore,

thougi he didn'r say a word, let me know quite clearly
that he would love to have a child with me So I begsn
to loll around and look very sad and uncomJortabte. I
would Mst and squirm from moming 10 niCit. and
whe! I ate for every three mouthfuls I swallowed I
would spit out the fourth and shriek: 'What sort of
bitter stuff is this?" then act as iI I were going to vomrt.
The poor chump would comfort me and say: "Oh' I
hope God wils ir- . . ." aDd fall silent. And I, who
would eat like a field hand *hen he wasn't there, would
lose my appetile and not even takc a nibble At last,
afler having slaged many faints, swoon;ngs, bellyaches,
moming sicknesses, and stitches in thc side, wbrle
constantly complaining that my periods didn't cooe on
time, I told birn, through my mother, thrt I wns
Dresnant.  and m\ confederate. the docrot, .ubslanl iated
it . -" 'nt . . .nt .  So thc rrg-shiner rushed of i  3s happy as
a lark to line up godmothers and godfathers, set aside
capons, buy diapers, and €v€n hire a wel-nrtrse. Not a
bird, lot a frrst fruit of the season, nor a freshblown
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6ower appeared rfiat he didn\ snatch for De.
thar, if I felt ihe lack oI it, the child miglt be
by its rash. He could not even stand for me to bdrg
my halds to my os'n moutl atrd filled my beak with
his own, rushed to help me statrd up and to suppot me
when I sat down. The best lauSh of all was to see him
cly when he heard me say: "II I die in gividg birth,
please take care of my soo." I drcw up a wil, making
him he to a[ my prope y on my death. He went
everywhere showing it ofi and saying to €ach persotr he
Det: "R€ad what it says there and then tell me iI I'm.Det: "R€ad what it says there and then tell me il Im
\ot right to adore her." W€[, after having amused him
with this com€iy for some tim€, otre day I let nyse[
drop to tle floor, doing it with real abandon. I behaved
as though I were badly hun and then had them bring
in a basin of tepid water wtLich containad t}le foetus ot
an \rnbom lamb. which you would have swom was a
human abo.tion. When he saw it, the teats poured
down; he set up a great lameni ald rcdoubled his t€ars
and c.ies wh€n my mother told him that the child was
a boy and looked exactly like him, ad he spent a Pil€
of motrey to bury it. We made him dress in black, and
indeed he was in despair because the baby had di€d
without b€ing properly baptized.

ANTONIA \Nho *a: Pippa's father?
N,{NNI H€ was a marquis in the eyes of God, but

as for the world. I cannot mention his name, Yes, we'd
bcttcr talk about someihing else.

lNfO,V/l As you riish.
NANNA The faEcy took me to strum a lute, tot

lor thc Dleasure of it but itr order to make a show of en-
joying the arts. The truth is that the accomplishments
whores acquire are only snares to catch the fools. They
are more erpensive than the fennel, olives, and jelies
tbat itrnleepers set out before a meal. Any whore who
starts singiog songs and car read music from a book at
sight, stay avray from her-itr fact run away as fast as
you can, evetr in yout barc feet.
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ANTONIA Bver\ahmg in this world goes tand in

banil with deceptioo.
:-,re,vfv,q dso'. ail I had a talenl for rurniog
cvery tdfle to my advantage; I could even snare a kidt
L"t'i"rnv o.,, * put.i' Vargune sals There waso't a

iincj. ma" *t'o slept witb me who didn't pan witb a
pieie of nis bide And don'l i-magift $at a shii a

i""ia."rt. ttto", hat, or sword, the merest bagatelle
*-u.r' *i" ritr in my house. was e\er seen aSain Every

l'tde tlins can be iurned inro cash And since every

item has its pric€ on the market, all the water carners,
".oa seUers. oii peddlers, miJtor merchadts biscuit
t-euinirr, soup.ile.men. traden in mtlk aod cbeer'e
or io*r.a uod boiled che.rnuts. righl do{n ro $e

shoishiners ard matcb sellers. were all my bosom palsi

and &ey wotrld coEpete among themselves lo se€ {lho

could waylay the most cus(omers lor me.
,rNroNf,4 Whv did lhey do it?
N,4NNI Because I $ould come to the window on

€verv possible ptetett. buyinP all sorls of lhings from

$# ina fo 'c i i tg my loren ro pav rhrough t} te nose:

;h;;'.. .".. r"o .burr .. hdd to spcnd a julio' a

drachma, a baiocco. For inrtaDce at a cedain point my

maia *outO slep onto rtre slage "The pillow cases 'she

would sav. "ar i  i t i t l  too skimp): you need at least a

mile mor; o{ ctoth," and I woutd kiss the fint man to

hr";;;t".t him: 'cive me a julio And he would b€

.-l.J 0.., ^ " t.*y cheapskate if he didn't haod it

o'.r. ar,.t ty maid cime mv mother. hcr hands pilcd

rrUt *i ft rinin. lf )ou let this bargain sliP ttuougtr
vo"ur f insers. she $ould \queol.  loul l  never come

icros" itett"t one." So I would dole os( two more

ri..., to rnorl't.. fetlow nnd he would fork our for lhe

iii.". wh"^ ir'", soup h^d lert. a ne$ batch showed

uD: bul I had mv maid lell them thar I $as in company

ala *o,rra ret dnll one man in pro\ided hc came by

him'el f .  Af ler having cooked hrm l ikc a metl  sauce on

ii'. ?'. "l t" kissis and fondtings l wheedled and
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beguiled him so adepdy ihat (hat very day he sent ao
embroidered silk sFead for my bed, a hanging, a
pailting, or sohe other expenfive object which I knew
he owned. In retum fo. this gift I would promise hin,
even before he requested it, that he could come rnd
spend the dght with me. That nigbt h€ would setrd n
the mo6t magnificent ditrner, and when be himrelf
adved to eat it with me, I would have my Bervant tell
him to go for a stoll and retum after a while. Th€
stoll over, he would be back at the door and the maid
sAuld tefl him: "Just wait a little tonger." He'd wait,
kn&k again, get no ansrt€r, aDd start shouting and
threatening: "You whmq you sow, you'I pay for this,
I swea. it by the body of tbe Immaculate aod Conse
cmted Onel" All the whil€ I was gorgiq mysell at his
expe[se with another man, laughing ard saying be-
tween fts of lsughter: "Bang as much as you wish;
you'll ody become a laugbing stock for yout paiDs."

ANTONIA How did h€ forgive you aftenf,ard, if
be was a man of any substance?

NANNA I don't care what b€ was. UsuaUy hr
crould sulk aDd fret for a couple of days and then,
uoable to hold hG colt itr ch€ck any lonS€r, he would
let l:le know that he wanted to have a rrord with me.
"Wbat do you meatr oae word? A thousand," I would
rcply. And rhen I opened the door for him, he would
stalk in blulteringi "I would never have believed i!."
"My sout," I would say, "if that's what you rvant to
thiD}, go right ahead. But the fact is that you're the
oDly man I love, adore, snd hold in my heart. If you
only kiew, if you only krew what it was that com-
pclled rne to leave the other evening, you would praise
me to thc skjes, If I can't bc sllle of you, whom can I
be surc of?" And you can bct on it I was able to iovent
plenty of excuses-for instance, tlat I had to usit some
Iav,yer or official rn connection with a court case I wa!
itrvolved in. Then I would swoop dght down otr him,
fiog my arms around his neck, and while he was

plantiry his lily iD my gardeo plor. I wls tipPing the
hean oul of bis body, trot (o meolioE bis sprlt s anger.
And I didn't Dermit him to leave me utrtil I had made
him sing my song again Lh(ougb tbe eniire register.

ANTONIA 
-fhey sbould bave made you a siaging

tEacber at tbe Scuola Cartorum.
NINNI Thanks for the pretty comPlidetrL
,{NIONI,'{ Tbanks also to your Sreat rtiL.
Nll{Nl No, ao your kindness. But listen noq/ to

how I nearly got rich oD€ day A certaji! gentleman'
who was dyiog to have me, u/aoled me to accompany
frim to one oihis estat€s and sla) with hirn there for
two months. This gave me tt|e idea of getting it bruit€d
about that I wa5 goilg lo marry Cod l sent for a Jew
,nd made a aeat wittr nim for a my fumishings and
sold rhem. thouqh not without making my lovers suffer
rhe torment! oflhe damDed. After I had deposikd the
morey I got in a bant, dolog it otr the sly, I l€ft with
the aforesaid s€ntlema.o.

ANTONIi Whv did vou 6ell your furnishirgs?
NANNA To gei new things i-o their Place The

truth is that wheD-i cam€ back;v lov€rs rusbed to buy
tbem, Iike ants rushing for fresh new seeals.

ANTONIA C,eftzid,f it's the spells you cast on the

Door wretches that made th€d believe you.' 
NANNA I rro!'i deny lhat a whor€ uses every

Dossible wile to blild and bedazzle them we make
ib.. .ut o* ercremeDt, and ow Periods too There
was on€ whore-l wot't mentio! her naEe-a&o, in

order lo cel her lover lo pursue her eveD morc Pa3-
s;onarety, gave bim a flock of the French disease_crusa
to Eaw oa, since she had pletrty to spare'

7N?oNL{ How awfrrll
N,4NN,4 Now, jllst listetr. With a caEille rlade

ttom r-Ue fat of a man burDt alive at the stake, I

manaced ro leat up a oicely boiling cauldrotr of my

fitl. ifuits. But aJier al. lhese be\r'itchments. such as

herbs drie-d in dre dart, ropes robbed ftom lhe decks of
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hatrged meD. dead meo.s fingemails. diabotical incarta_uois, and so,oD. are nor worrb a strJw compared ro tle

fl"?T:*:L[F*,of 
au. whjch I wou]d traoe if ir

4I[?r!:: 
Your conscience is as clear ar Fra

,-,!.Ly.y!- wer. lot to.took ti*e a hypocnre, t shauIeu you rbat a pair of luscious bunocks'cao accomptish
91:,.p- {t rhat the philosophers. astrotogisrs, at-cnerntsr. and De{rorlatcers havi ever wroughi. I have
:y 

a_s 
\Dratry herbs as two whole meadows can 8roF,

T:_.": lg"y words as p€ddters spour ij ren manet

i{fr1!:ti, ;tr T[,"..*"''fl .j *,:.,4"J,4Ir, n one lilrte rwist of mj prerry little behind , drove
:T.-T. T",y for. me rbat ar ihe whorehouses were
Tll,Tl"d. .q"d these are phc€s which are uled to
ffir'il',:"i:ffi?.i? andiecome ,o ca,ouseir $ar

^,ANTONIA Vou sei. y6u sei wherg dls my.1.;esol encbatrtmeot are found!

^-ylNN,! . Tbey are found beiween rh€ tegs. in rhe
:T:!.-! q"l:'9"k h,s iusr as much poq<r ro cnarm
il:TI;:::j,:Hj*.s 

as mooey has 16 rure tbe crack

_1NTO.ytA. lI rhe bchind has as mucrr power a3mo_oey,.,tbcD. ir .has. oore prowess ftan !h.e knightrorcev €, who_slaughrered al $e palad,Ds.

g.' l,l' li f ",Y' oilHii j: iT, T;'"'j:ffi i,,:i i.:i
:uTDS. wbich really counrs in a pinch. I had a tover
ll T:*f-d, I a spendrhrifi who h;s oorhirs ro speDd"
l^1.,,p, Ti"s rhar so! his goar he would 

-fly 
off rleranore and start lo cune me, and when his 3nger hadpass€d. he woutd kneet at my feer, bs tums crossed

ffi4:q,:[ihili ?:'"i:i.?.';:ff ::';,,'t,t;: :Jthe day when I saw dar be;as gojng beyood al
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ffi.,\1,*:l,ltro_sucb.a nr.of desperatiotr by

lI# :;;lijli ;:: #._,,,".ff, ;yillH iX'_*
*"fj'irHt**:,;;#"'*++*'**i+it
"*_.f5lt"#%#+fit.f,qfr :::#.Ji.Hi?,"t;
r 

N7rW,4 
--Eractly: thaf3 rhe sort I was. Ha ha ha:r_:unost pe€ i! my drawers when I fibt of rbepJeac-ber,who_e\tablsbed onJy seven monat srns Ior all

I-:i_q:,-[ff ""# Jff Tr,.*,'."::.ilJltr %"1
Hgji{:ili{:iril:*:*n}";ift ",:ffH€!vy.rs,or.h. and, Sried were born on t# ".f..rni-aly

fr:{"3:[5t":i,ij t ""il:'"i". f :J ff ",: x*;,iyo_u^wsh to Lrndersrand tow wralhtul a *f,or. " ln t".

#itrf.r,fr fr#iilJ}j',i-ff #ii;
arY,0vr ,  

_t r  
s  an ev i l  busi t r€ss.

:gi ji:ii,d;:,?:.r:;Ji:.il ;.-.11 # "'T,N"'t:
: : - : :o r l i , i r  devours i tserf .  t ike the F.ench dBeaseconsumestlose who have rt in tbeir bones. . . .

n*' ;' ffi ,' "?1,'",'li;,i.i,i"ii#",inli,l' "ll;j
.^j^vjf^/,1 Fgrc,ve tro€ for brinsins it upr I bad
lll9:lt.l no* it nearly mwdered- y"ou. A wnoresaccrore rs sharper and more uoubling'rhM rhe Delan_
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lov€r couah and clear his tbroat, whict was his
to tel m6 he was therc and to let him ilr. Sro I

ibe fellow who hated tle paiDter, aod nly third stsd
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choly of a courtier who sees himsell rotting away in
hovel without a cetrt of income. The geed of a
is like the tasty noutbful which the usurer steals
his hunger, putling it away in bis cuPboard tol
wilh the orher lehovers.

ANTONIA Aud where does that l€ave a
lust and love of lewdness?

lr'lNNl Antonia, my dear Antonia, the man who
drinks all the time is never very thirsty, and the persod
who sits a[ day at th€ table is rarely hungry And if

Ied in. sDittins. E\etr before he got up'tairs. be sajd
ne: "t iame erpectitrS ro 6nd one ot those two
tches wilfi )ou. a if I had. tbe least be would

elery oqw and tbeo a $hor€ does get a Beedng desir!
for a big prick. sbe g€ts il io much lhe way Lhal a
presnant *omJtr eats r clove of garlic or a CIeetr plum;
it ii bur a passing whim. And I sqear to you bv fte
good fortune I wisb for my darting Pippa rhal lusl il
the lea\t ot all the desires the) have. because the) are
constandy thioiing of ways asd msans to cut out men'8
hearts and feelhgs.

,{NTONll I betieve you, and without your oalh.
N,4NN.{ Take my word for it Bul nos lake a

Dleasant sio of about a thousand cl€ver swindles and
iroaxes, which I shall tell you alnost in one breath

ANTON lA Go ridr ahead-tell me.
N,4NN,{ Among my many lovers there werc

three men. a Daintel and two courtiers, and theirs wal
the peace thaa exists between dogs atrd cats. One mao
was alwavs sorinq oo the otber tqo, trying to come and
."e me when ie 

-thouaht 
the oth€B wouldn t be there.

So one evenins rhe p_ainrer came at an odd hour and
knock€d al mv door. He war admined, and barely gpr
uo the stairs ;nd started to sit down at my side when,
hirk. alons came one of the courtiers and sbned
banging. I inew who it was, so I got the painter to hide
son;whcre and then went dowtr to meet the other man,
who came up crying: By rhe dcviM'd just like to get
rnv hands o; that Dainter of scoundreli mhres for the
w-hipped, if he s heie, rhough the Partrer didn r hear a
word of it. While this courder was gabbing. I heaJd my

[ave paid for it would be the loss of aD ear"' Now
don't irnaeine $at sioce he talked so bravely be would
frave dared eive the warrior Castruccio a kick in the
a$e. Just thl opposite, for wheo this chaflenge q'as

heard bv tbe pailter, who did not know the couttier
was ahd hidd6n, and by the courtier, who knew noth-
hs of the pninler, they both jumped oul to da*e the
hipsan eai his words. Seebg the two of th€m. be bad
a s'iat urse to wi$draw, ra! lo the bead of the staits'
sdmbbd ;d roUed all the way down to the bonom'
and his enemies, having jn their rage lost all sense'
iumDed dosn on top of him. Theo the tbre€ men. who

horiaLlr hated erc]r other. were aU piied up in a heap
end staned a brawl that drew a mob wiih th€it shouls'

soans, and geoeral uproari bul the onlook€rs coultltr't'ser 
in the houte to pull them apan for their shoulders

iere rammed so tightl' agaiosl the door that Dobody
could op€tr il. As (h€ir shouis multiplied. and also the
crowd ;n the street, a governor hapPened to Pass by'

He had the iloor forced and arrested all three of tlem'
A;d batter€d and bloodv as they were' he had thed all

Dut in tbe safle prisoD ceLI: and they would nevcr have
Len cotten oul if lhey had!\ coEe to an agleedeDl- as

io fa; th€r did
lNIONl,t That was surcly a 6ne stult
rVZ,v,v,l It *o" so file th;t I used to tetl it to all

the men from other citi€s l was even on lhe Foinl of

havi-oq a poem wnnen about it by Cian_Maria the Jew'
hut I aid;'t for fear ot secmiog a boalllul womsn

,4NToNt'{ God wi.U rewald You"
NANNA I hope He does. But i f  lh is storv made

everyone laugh, the story I d going to teu you oow
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shocked !hem. Wben I was at the peak of rbe {aeor
which my lovel8 had brought nr (rhanks to my

NINNI Becauso I wanted to ercite their

Arctino's Dialogues 147

such good merchandise), I decided that I would lite
get mlself walled up in tle cemetery.

ANTONIA Wl:'y notia SL Peter's or St. John's?

to hang on my cbeeks, and said: "Bothers,

. and sons. he who doesn't thitrk of his soul
doesn't have one o. doesn't hold it dear. But I

very concemed about mine, It was codverted by a

even more deeply by having them put me among
those dead people's bones.

ANTONIA Y|,h^t a o.arvelous ideal

NANNA To €scape f.om my lovers, and at their

lNTONll Of course. of course.
NANNA I begaD to change my mode of life. The

firs( tlitrg I did was rak€ do*r lhe hangings in my
room; then I took out the bed aDd table. donn€d a
skimpy Sray woolen dr€ss, lemoved my necklaces,
rings, headresses, and all other fircry. Each day I
fasted, a.lthough I managed to eat plenty on the sly, I
did not stop talking altogether, and I did not consent !o
doing everything with my lovers. From day to day I
acrustomed them to gettinS along without me, and this
soon drove th€m absolutely wild. wllen I was sure lnat
th€ story about my wanting to be walled up was otr
evcryoneh lips, I ca(ed away everlthing of value itr
the house and, after storing it in a saJe place, roam€d
about town distributing a few rags to the needy, for the
love of Gods m€rcy When the rrme ror the immure-
meni came, I summorcd my lovers, who expected to be
c,idowed by me (and it would have been better for
thcm if I had beed lost entirely rather than simply
strayed), aDd asked them to sit down. After we had sa!
like that foi a time, tuminS over in my head a few
senteices I had made up aI by mysef, I squeez€d tetr
little teardrops out of my eyes, *hich I somehov

)her and by the legend of St. Chiepina, and it was
frighten€d by He[, which I heard described is
detaLl and could clearly see: and rhat is why I
up my mind not lo go to $e abod€ of €ames.
I have also seen depicted in a pailntitrg. And

my sins ar€ somewhat less enormous than God's
nercv ilself. thercforc. oh brothers atrd sons, I watrt to
Fall 

'up 
thjs fil(h) flesb. this 6lrhy body, and this

welched existeffe. When they heard this. the Poor
n€n's sobs gugled in their throats just as sobs do in
the throats of the fai$ftn who cantrot testrain their
moatrs and sighs rvhen the friars begin to t€[ the story
of the Passion. Then I continued: "No mole parties, no
more displays, no more goods and FoPerty. My
rdomed room shall become a bare and naEow cell;
dy bed shall be an armtul of straw spread on a plank;
my food shall be the gace of God; my drink, rainwater;
and my golden gown, this . . ." And I dragged out frod
under my seat a haircloth of the rough€st variety and
showed it to tbem. If you can recal the lafieotadons
which good souls give vent to when tley see the closs
held atoft at the Colosseum, then you are seeitrg and
hearing the tears aDd lamentations of my imPssioned
lovers, who, sufiocated by sorrow and Pain, could ooly
speal with their tears. when I cried. "Bro$ers, torgrve
;e: ihey made tbe same sort of clamot they would
make in Rome if the city were put to tle sack agarn,
God forbid! One of the men ihrew himselJ at my foel
and unable to soften me with his steam of cloquetrce,
he por up and batrged his head tweoty limes against the
waI.

,{NfONI,.{ w}at a shame!
NINNI WeU, tbe moming came when I wes to

be inmured, and you would have swor! that all of
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Rome had gathered in the graveyard chapel lf yo!

io]fi uo in-o'. t'.up all the crowds that collecl ro se€

i."" Ouotit"a vou wouldo t even be close to a quader

.i ir'. "i.t t h-ad brought inro beins You can alro be

"*ii LJ ""i,t'.. rnen-*tro u.. ro be hdnged in the

.14*. "- ..lai.^ prepadng 1o go joto baltle (uf-

r."a fri,r" ,ur" mv irirpdssionia 'tudr' Bur whv lead
;;;-^;;;. over tfie uietopr? I was salled up while

L?i" -a ser'" '.". r'.m L[e whole popularion cod

r'".\.""t'.a fier hean.' ooe man cried -She $ill set a

"..d ."..0r" t '.,1* v'hores v<Ued anorher: while

iii"*'"iJ'it **a*, "who would have ever believed

iti" Sone people *ouldn't even credil rheir os'ir eve(i

."-" *.*' #"*a, aDd srill olhers laughed and said:
ilf rh. hold" oLrt ri the end of the monLh vou.cdrr
"-"it" r.jt'a"a h was both a gre3r piry and delight

i.-"""'tv ^i*.t"Ut. tovers sitling all day long in rle

chapel, cimpeti-og with each oftet lo-spear to me oor

did the Pharisfea watch over the Holy Sepulcnre as

i"U at rtt.v *"r.tt.o over me Alter a touple of days

trad sone 6v, I began lo heed lhe plear lhe) weie

.;;*:;; ; de at-all hours. urging me (o come out

e o.t*'" .- ** ttit "out an] rhere they cried orer

aoa'o". . .  nna to tet t  you al l  in one word-they got me

i"i ""i^iiru-*'"a J whole new house for me so.I
escaped from lhe walls. which $ete broken down In

ih" lame wav thev break dowo thc Jubilee ponar gale

;;.;;; P;pa (r' removcd .rhe {irsr brickr and I

L""".. euenrnote Ut-en than beforei and all of Rcme

;;li; "il;. iaughi-og. and those who had predicted'ti" 
a.'i.t"i.t.i *;"t about savrns r' errch o$et i!

;i"inr "oi..", You see' what did I lell you""""iNi6ni) 
i can\ i'a$oe how a womao courd
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Droualios in sulmer for Lhe hatd da)E of Mnter?
',q.i[ooiu-"tv 

a."t ti.r.t, you should know tha( a whore

,l*;;-i';'" Lbom i!'her heart *hich mtrkes her

l-"i.v ana trocrtrea: aod it is rbe fear of beggios oo

il;'"il"t stepc atrd selling rhose candles dbout

",tri"i uou rpot " "o knowingly jusr nos-and I Eust

-.i*J,t"ii"' "* l-na w-ho knoqs hoq to bave her

iirO U"*J Uv ,n. fructifying sun- there are rhousands

ir"ir'"iit *r',1 ."4 tl.it davs-ln the poorhouse lndeed

Masler Andrea used to say tlat whoreq and coufters

;;; il; rb. ""-. "caies: ir racr' vou see most ot

i.|.tD 
-r,joU"g 

Lile defaced sllver- coins rather thao

iinll cola oi.os. Ana 'hat does that (hom which trot

iii"i.,*J *.r. ipl'l, but aho their b€r and soul
i"iliiif. ," a"t li rorcts rtrem to {hio} or rheir old
;;..- s"-;." thev go to the hospitdl aod picl the

i?"i.i".t rit,.l. temitiuatv thev can find and b'ing her

iro as their daughter. They adoPt her at $e ngnt age'

ii tr,"iin. gi-|i *;tt uegin to ttoom iust whetr thev
;""-i" *ih., aod f;de And lhev glve her the

i"fii." o"..' tou catr hope to dLscover and keep

chansinq $em nearly every da) so $al a stranger can

iii.i-u? **;li.i name lj her risht one rodav

ir.rr.-Lrr"J c;'t't". rhe nexr dd) Laura Luctezia'

i^"-aii p"',i" virsinia PdDrasrlca' Prudc id or
iomelia. And for e'err gjrl who has a real nolher' as

i"t ilJrv pipp"t. *'.;e-are trousands who have been

d,""i-i'' ,r,? n".pitrl". Besides ,rh€re rs lhe dimculr!
ii'^1".irro *t'. i; d'e fath€r or thore children we

i".u'u u nii. sitrtt ,o, ,ttough we alwavs claim $at lhey
re tre iaushters of ooblemen and grear moosrgnors
i*i. var;ia atd diverse are the seeds \''wn i.n our
i.iaens trat lt is wat-tgtr irDpossible to dctermjne wno

3ili"i i. ,!;a ,t;; ac;uauv imprcsnated our soir: and
lni wbore wlo brags of knornng a particulat wheat Ln

li""i'iiri."*" ;Tr, at leasr rienrv 'rifierenr tcnds of

l".il-*-r'l.r' *"', be distiigu;shed in an) shaPe or

ii.oler-t""tt, tl"t "ttot" is both crazy and foolish'

j

j have thousht up what you thought up'--ie-rv,v7 'ivt'or.*-"'e not;omen thev are whdre(

eni Jr,i *r'v thcv thitrl up and do whar I thousl't
iiiilJ irir. s.i ;#, should l sav abour rhar rorcsisht
;i;-.;iil;;i; do honor ro rhe anr" that rs or
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ANTONIA Therc yos are posidvely right:
lr'lNNl Fnthermorc, the man who fatls into the

bands of a whore with a morher is io for red rouble.
Woe to him, I say, who gets her halt€r tied around his
neck! No mafter how old lhe mothers may be, they stil
want the sbare of the gavy of pleasure. Thus they are
led to mit a fen, thefts wilh their daught€r\ mean
tricks, so that they can pay the fellows who fuck thero
royaly. But the trouble is they always get a ha*enng
for young men. ln fact tltis is how old who(es usually

,wind up, barely able to get credit evetr sbetr lhey pay
Tor it-

,4NIONll That is the livjng, shidng tmth.
N/NNI Oh, the danger a poor wrelch runs when

a mother and daughter discuss bim in the secrecy of
their rooro. W1lat thieving lhoughts, what cruel coun-
sels, wbat treacberous intrigues are hatched because of,
and thetr p€rlormed oo, his pursel A fencing master
who lived text door to me never taught his pupils as
maoy murderous thrusts and stabs as those postiche
and non-postiche motbers teach their daugbters. Then
thel tell them: "W}len your lover shows up, teu him
so-and-so and ask him for such-aDd-such. leave him
like this, caress him like tbat, fly into a rage id this
fashion, and be sweet and pleasanl to him so that he
giv€s you this and that. Don't push him off too much
and don't make love to him too much or suoke and
caress him too fondly, ard while you're bantering widl
him walk into the next rcom and stand lbere looking
p€nsive. Promise and break your promise as rt surts
you, atrd always try ro get bold of a bracelet. r ring, a
D€cklacc, or a chaplet; the worst that can happen is
that you'Il have to give then back to him." And 6at's
just th€ way it goes, believe me.

ANTONIA I lJ].ink I can almost believe you.
NANNA Yov can bdieve me. and not allnosl
ANTONIA And werc yott so depnved?
NANNA He wlo risses lite rle otlers is iik€ d!

Aretino,s Diatrgtes t5l
others, and so while I lived like a whore, I was a
whorei nor &d I oorjl doitrg anythiae t_be whores
labitualy do. for I qordd oeve:r ha;e beiome a wbore
rI r or0 not have rhe ]usts and desir$ of a whore. Atrd
$_ ever a womaD deserv€d to be diplomaed as a
c/bore. ir was Nanna the whore. who cas above aI agenrul lD the an of always looking lol a day more lhan
tweDty-hve. For rhal matrer. ir would be easier ro add
up tle Dumtrer of glowworms in a series of tao sum.
men tban &e lrue age of a wbore. Today she wil reu
you: _r'm twetrry." and six years tater she will tate the
oarh tbar she's only doeteeo. Bur lei us ralk about
unportaol ma ers. Do you tinow hos manr wretches I
tave backed ro bitr and qounded ir mv daVi

,!.N.T9!,!.1A _ I would like ro see you aftir your day.
NANNA By rhe time rhar day comes l-shall hire

made so mary boly pijgrimages, bougbt so matry
rnourgenc€s. aod tsaveaed so ma.dy statiotrs of tbe cross
tllat my soul will oor be lbe tasr in the nexr world. iusr
as mv bod) b3s trol been rhe lasl in tJlis one. No. by
the Madonna, I shau not be counted anong ifre stiagl
gers. even though I have gorteo geat ple;ure from
g€ttjng men to Lill each other over me. I did ir from a
fe.ling oI grandeu. for it se€med lo me only rhe proper
praise of my b€-auty to hear s-orA. cta"ging t6getirer
ugn( and oay on rn) accoutrt. And anyone crho gave
me a mea& wry look was in for it! I would have offered
rllyself to the public execurioner himselj to get revengc.

ANTONIA EyI is eql aDd rood is cood:
_ NANNA In rhe proper pLade. I haie done evil ard
Ive repeoted and haven't repeoted. Bur how can I
possibly.explai-n ro you the tate;t I had for driving m€o
Dad with lusr? Anronia, sometimes there were s mary
as tetr suiton in my bouse, and I tranded oui kjssej,
carEsses. sweel words. quick fondles, and squerzes so
aoro) y amoDg them rfiar r}ey all rfioughr rbey were i,

patad)sei. And they one dzy rhefe showea! vp a new
btde au vTapped up in tbe Mantual or Ferraresc
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fashioq reith tagged points, ribbons, and deckle herns.
I welcomed him as a p€rson welcomes a bearer of giIo.
I would leave my beaus ia tle lurch (to put it in th6
Genovese stte) and take him into my private bealrcom.
And tbat would take the bounce out of those I had left
in the main Iiving room, just as alnonds drop with the
tost and flowers b€Iore the blast of the wind. Th€y
would let out a geat sig!, but without a word, ad
they looked like coqced people v/ho shrugged their
shoulde$ since they coddn't do atrything else. Aftef

\ thjs they began .o gumble sofdy, gnaw at their knuck-
les, tap on the tables, scratch their heads, and start
pacing up and down, silendy hurnming a few raggd
tunes in order to work off their anger. When I took my
sweet time about retuming to them, th€y started down
the stairs, and then, hopitrg that I might call th€n
back, shouted a few wods to th€ maid or tle other
men, and after tating a tum around the block, they
would come back and 6nd tle door shut light and tber
they wo ld give wty to the most anCurshed despair.

ANTONIA A'tctoi^atas trot so cruel.
lv.4Ntl Nor* you're lettilg pity rutr away with

you,
ANTONIA I am a':,d I want to be pitying.
N.{NN,4 B€ as you wish, if that\ how you arc. As

long as you ljstes to me, I m satisfied.
lI?ONh I'm listeniDg, you can be sure of lhat.
N,{NN,{ It was a r€al delight to s€e me, right in

the middle of the pleasure a man was havinS of me,
burst into tea$ without any reason, and when being
asked "why are you crying?" I would sob and sigh, ny
tears streaming down, my words coming io a Sulping
rush, and say: "l am tenibly wounded. You don't
apprecia0c me, but patience, since that's how rDy bad
luck wishes it." ADother time, when a man was teaving
me for two hours, I cried and said: "Where are yo go-
i[g? To one of those whores who will treat you as you
deserve?" Thed the fa&ead would feel a[ pufied up with

pdde because he had made a woman uniappy. I also
often wept when I saw a man come to visit me who
Iadn't come for two days in a row, so as to make bim
lhjok I  was cr\rne w||h jo) ar seeing him agaio.

ANTONIA \ott certainly had a gr€at stock of

N/NN,, You can reckon it this way: I was a plot
of land from which water spurted as soon as it war
touched; indeed, it was one of those plots that do it
even without being touched at ail. But I never cried
with more than one cye.

lN?ON./l Oh, are therc pcople who can do that?
N,4NNI Whorcs cry with one eye, narried

$omen with two, and nuns with four.
/NION/,4 Now this is something worth kDowing.

. .NINN,4 l t  could bc, i f  I  ie l t  i ike explaining i t .  I
wil tel you, though, that whorcs cry with on€ €ye and
laugh with the olher.

IN?ONI,4 Now th;s is really exciting; but tell me

N,4NN,{ My poor woman, don't you know that
we whores (I prefer lhat word for us) always have a
smile in one eye and a tcar in the olher? The proot thai
this is true is lhat we laugh ove. cvery bit of nonsense
atd cry over every trivi.rUty; indeed, ou. €yes are likc a
sun surrounded by shifting clouds, which 6.s1 shools
forth a bcanr and rh.n is obscurcd. ln the very middle
of a bout of laughler. thcy will suddenly bursl into
tears. And when ir canlc to such lcars and laughter, I
could manage it more neilly than any whore who evcr
arrived here fro Spain And with this arseDal of
stunts. I murdered nrore men than those who die on
straw throughoul this nrosl reverend realtn. Nothing in
fact is more necessary to our prcfcssion than the tcars
and laughter I r€fer toi b t yo 

 

must use them at the
right momcnl, for if you lcl the opportunity slip past,
they wonl have any ellecl and .tre like damask roses,
which, if nor picked at dawn, lose th€ir iraglance.
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ANTONIA Evety day I learn something nevt
NINN.4 A-tter the latre .miles atrd tedrs

their sisten, the lies, which I enjoyed telling more
a peasant enjoys wolfiog down pancakes; and I

them in so firrnly with the cement of my oaths iD
to obtaitr the trust and credetce of others that
would have erclaimcd: "That wonan is speaking
words of cod!" I invented the most treach€roui lie!
imaginable about my connections and relations, ny
landtoldinss and estates. and a score of such idle fibs.
I imagined;ll sorts of weird tales, and unraveling them
io my benefit, I would clain I bad dreamt thern. I kept
all the names of the men who ever were in love with ne
in a notebool! and I distributed the nights among them,
posting the name ot the man who was going to sleep
with ne. I an'ang€d matters nicely, and if you've seetr
those priests who say Mass and are list€d otr certaitr
boards hung ir the sacristy, you see me.

ANTONIA I have seen those priests' lists, and I
can almost se€ yours.

N,{NN,4 We[, thatt fin€ then.
ANTONIA Btt what has this list of trames got to

do with the li€s you told?
N,{NN,{ This is how it went: rhc idiol;c young

men, being assur€d after seeing their names on the
board. which lold them wbich night they had, were
often deceived. Yes iod€ed, v€ry ofteo. For I would
frequendy make a change, as $ey do in the churches
for the various masses.

ANTONIA Yes, in this way the lies have somc
conneclion with the board.

N,{NN,4 Now lisl€n to this and save it for your
honor and glory. I managed to grab hold of a very
costly chain from one of the men who was so anhous
to sleep with me that he had lost all sense of danger.
He in tum had borrowed th€ chain from some noble-
man, who had talen it from his wife to make use of it;

the day I hung it arcund my neck was the very
that the Pope gives so many poor gills dowries in

Chutch of Minerva.
ANTONIA Yotr m.ean Annunclation Day?

my leck that very day, but I didnl hold onlo it
for long.

ANTONIA N\y Dotl
lVlNNl Because as soon as I got to the church

atrd saw the geat crowd that was there, I thougbt of
dakitrg it mine, and what did I do? I took the chain ofi
'ny neck and gave it 10 someone who was more
3e€r€tive than a conJesso!. Then I shoved my way into
tll€ thick of the cro,rd, though I was al.eady in the
oiddle of it, and let out a shf;ek like those pcople let
out when some quack yanks a tooth in the Campo di
Fiore. At my scream €verybody tumed to look, and
behold! there is crafty Nanna shouting: "My chain! My
chain! Thief! Traitor! Crookl" And as I shouted I
b€gan tearing out my hair and wailing. My shouting
startled everyone, the entire chu.ch was in a tumull,
nnd the story ran as far as thc police; some poor wr€tch
who se€med lronr his appearrnce to havc stolen the
chain was hauled bodily lo the prison at Tone di
Nona, and just missed being strung up there and th€n.

ANTONIA I don't\|ant to hear atry more.
N.4NN,{ Yes, you shall hear it.
ANTONIA I'd like to hea. what the man who

loaned you the chain had to say.
NANNA I left the church st;U crying, wringing my

iands and beating my pilms togelher, and went home,
locked mysef in my room, and told my maidr "l don't
want anyone lo boiher me." JLrst then rlong came my
lovet wanting to have a wo.d with me. Not a chance
So then he bcgan b baog al the door. lhumprng away,
shouting my name: "Nanna, are you thcrc? Say,
Nanna, are you there? open up, opcn up, I sey; are
you going to be upse! by such a triie?" I pretended
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nore L jes rhan the Cospels re l l  Ihe l ru lh And I N/dNl Just so, Annunciation Day. I huog it
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that I couldn't hear him and said neither sofdy
loudly:  _Unluck).  wrclched soman lhal  I  am,
by rroubles and rnisfonunes. I  wi l l  enter lbe
nurtrerv. I wil ao and d'oq'n myseLf l wiu become
hermiriss.' fien I rose hom lhe bcd t war lying
and, without opening the door of my room, called to
tnaid: "Go, rny girl, and find a Jew, because I want
se[ everything I own, and witb the money I shall
for the chain." Atrd when the mdd acted as though
were aclually going ro fetch lhe Jes. mv good lover
begao Xellhg ar the lop of h'r toi.e: "Open the door'

Arenno\ Dialoeues t'j

sil!'ef plates that he had borrowed for the ban-
.And whed he kicked up a fuss about them, J
into his arms and cried: npapa, papa, don't scold

.dotrt become so angry becauie you kDow you 8erbelyache wl1en you do. Sb.ip me of aX my guwns
sltrltbing I own. aDd pay t6r rhem w;th tiai. He
quiet.  for I  thres so matry.papar.  ar his head rna(
:haved like a real father whe; his chiid.s crv of
: stikes straight into his hean. He paid for th€
service out of hh oqr pocket and li;ited hinsejt

seearing tbat he $ould Dever bonow anyrhitrg for
one. oo matter who begged him.

great d€light in causing scaDdats. kindling feuds.
ing up hrendships. rousiog hatreds. goading meo

curse each-other and brawl. I was ats;)s dropping
: rralnes ol prince< and passing judgrDent oD rhe

ks, the Empercr, the King. the famine of foodstufis,
w.ealt! oJ !h9 Duke of Milan, and the future pope.

d.clned that rhe sraE were as targe as the pineapitc
op St. Pereis. bur Do larger, and thar rhe moon was

It's me. Open up." So I opened it. and when I laid
on him I began moaning: "Alas, I am rujned." And 7.i Oh, you were a subtte one,

JVINN,{ I was so sweet and amiable at the sta( of
afiafu that whoever spoke to me for rhe first time

around singing my praises to rhe skies; but when
got to know me befler, the manna rumed sour aDd

bitter aloes. And just as at the start I showed a
slept with him and gave him such a sweet time that he ' dbtaste for a.U bad actions, so iD the middle and

lhe end I eviDced a dislike for alt good ones: I
ac{orditrg lo the habirs of all good whores aod

said: "Don't fret. Even if I am left without a shirt to
my back, I don't wadt you to sufier any more than I do
wlen I tar mysef like this wilh my finger." "No, no,"
I replied, "give me only two months' time." And he
said: "Quiet, you fool, hold your tongue." That night I

never mentioned the chain again.
,4NTONI,, Your shop came in handy then.
NANNA A gnarled, wrinkled, ycllowed, ta[, and

thin old man dcveloped a passion for me, and I
developed a pass;on for his wallet; and since he colld
enjoy amorous pleasures as much as a toothless man
enjoys a hard crust of bread. he worked ofI his passiotr
by touching me, kissing me, fondliDg aod sucking ny
tits. Nothing could gc( his pole to rise up stiff and
straight, nothing, neilher lrumes nor artichokes Do.
electuaries. And cveD if it did stand up for a mom€nt,
it would soon droop down again like a wick lhat, just
when you think it's catching {i!e, sputters out b€cause
of a lack of oil. Nor did it help at all to jerk and Putl at
it, to shove my fing€r in his blow-hole or tickle li!
balls. We[, I played aU so(s ol stupid stunts on the old
codger. One time, having ofiered dinner, which he bad
to pay for, to a tlllong of courtiers, I stole four of tbe

bastard sister of the sun. I skipped from dukes to
:ss€s afld talked aboul them as if I had trarnDled
tlem like doormats wirh fty feer. I had all'the

airs and manners of an emDress. wbich would

ANTONIA Ob, yon mean rhe female pope?

y suit her and are in ary case a swindle. I rook as
| €xample a cenaib noblewoman who al*avs carie_d
silken pilow around with her and madi whoever
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charity. aDd.co$pasbion $at if aI dre saints from
Rocco to St.'Job and St. Atrthooy were ro beg allns

a k i lcben wirhout  a_cook,  a meal  q i thout  s ine a

Nlfffll The lady Pope, so I am told, did
on such hig! atrd oighty airs: by my oatb. she dld
Nor did she give herset so bright a tide as
whorc3 did. Ooe woman, Ior example, called herself
daughter of Duke Valentine, arcther the daughter
CardiMl Scatriq and Madrcma sigled herseff
crezia Portia, Romatr patncian," and sealed her
with a huse seal. And donl thitrk for a moment
the illustrious tides they bestowed on ih€mselv€s
them atry better; h trud! they are so lacking in

tlem, they would trot give them a thin& even
they are terribly alraid of them.

.4N?Olr'A The lewd bitch€sl
NANNA Aad you can be sure that the thing!

people fling hto the river are better placed thatr if they
w€re givetr to these whores. As soon a3 you give them
anythitrg, they despise you as much as they pretended
to esteem you before the gifl. The only thitrg that's good
about tbem is their promisg which they keep as well as
g/psies or the molts of India. In sum, whorcs have
honey in their mouths and a razor in thelr hand: and
you may see two of tlem lick each other from top to
toe, and no sooner do they pan tha! they say thiog!
about each otb€r which would frighten Desiderio ad
the priests of the good wine, who figbtcDed Death by
laughing at him just when he was preparing to roast
atrd dismember lliem. Backbiten without atry restrainq
they dig thei.r barbed tonpes into cveryone; no matter
who you are or what good you have done them they
make no allowanc$ and have no rcgard for anyooe,
You wil think that they're crazy about one of their
loveN, whom thcy keep as their favorite and regale to
his face with a tlousand "Yes, your lordships": and if
hc leaves to mate room for another man who has conc
to courr them, on his way out they pay him a trilion
honors with the hcad ard tolgue. But scarcely has hc

down the stats rhen they begin deriding him;
the moment be is out the door he is cused wone
a tmitor, so that tho matr who has remained gets

notion that he is mama's litde dartiq and th€
ole of her eye.
;NToNlA wt|y do they act lii(e that?
N,4NA,4 $b)?'Because a shore would nat be a
n whor€ unless she beha\ed I*e a c}eat |Jom toner

and outer privilegel aod a whore who does nor

aI the lraiic and qualilies ot a whore would be

Bp witbout oil, or spaghetti withoul cheese
ittrOrtt,l t beLje\e it mu\t be a great solace to

men who have been ruitred by whores to see one

them going past on the gallows can, like tbe lvoman

that poem which saYs:

O Madrema doesn't want to' O ltrenzina'
O Laura. O Cec ia, o Beatrice.
I€t ftis miserable womao be vour model!

know il by heart l leamed il. thinting it was bv

aesrro enairco; t traue since discovered thal ils author
t ' .  t  *  *h.  l reats geat  lord '  as badly as lh is  lou l

treats me: n€ith€r fumigatiotrs, unguents, otnt-
nor medicarDenls cure me. Ah weU, oDe must

otfr,l'tt, 
"', I !o longer know what to tell vou

rla irno* tut I h.rvc rrr;re lo iell you thas I have

totd vou up r i l l  now: Im rr l ing lo thrnk The trulh rs '

nv Uiain ii aU awa\h; il is simmering on the stovei rt rs

oriv 6r for shuckbg beaos. due lo mv habrt ol hoppitrg

fiom toDic to lopic well anyway. let me tell you

il;;.-;;;. '. Rome a iich vouns nob!'man or

*.o*-*o. *fto bore the rirle of merchanl. just the

ll. t a.,eh ru be I'neaded bv a whore soon 'fter his

;;;;i ;; r-.u mto rrv hrnds. and I ackd as thoush I

veie passionatelv in bv€ with him And the loftier his


