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Eanner with mq the less I put on mine. And I
r€nditrg my maid four and six times a day to

whose mouth, stil sti.ks of his nurse's milk!
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out and his shirt no longer touched his ass. H€

to deigo to come and see oe. The story spread all
towD rhat I was madly in love wirh him. dying ot
only for s cup of broth and the Iast dtes. "That i
has be€n finaly caugbt good and proper." people
around sayilg, "and wbo does sbe tau for? For a

iEded through the bouse as thougl he owDed me, my
evants, and the whole house, and had lak€n us-all

with a look. But lefs gel lo the Ametr of tbis Our
ot  nxn. .  One dd)  wheo l re *anLed ro scres me

his specjal style on top of a chest, I leli hiln in the
j st when he wa5 about to put it in, and locked
in with another man. Not being accustomed to

away very slowly, his legs wobbling under him as they
wobble on a man who has just risen from a sick bed.
Through lhe chrnk< in rn)  b l tod I  $atched h im hobble
of i ,  moving in  jcr t ' .  h i lung.rnd stumblrn! .  and I

I rughed rnd lrughedl fhen hr greeled 'nmeone- I
donl Inow who -rr is ing his hand feebly l . '  an In-

he'[ ddve her crazy because he cao't keep to one ai
for an houl runnillg." I didr't say a word, although

pranks, he snatched up his cape, fired ojT a few
oaths, and went out, expecting me to call him
as I usuaily did; but when he did nor see theFetetrded I w.as wasting away because of him. Then

acted ts iI I cduldn't eat o. sl€€p, always brcoding ovi of peace arrive, he was scized by a diabolical

him and caling for him. I acted this way so that p
began to say that I would etrd up raving mad, pi

, cane back, and stood al rhe door. "The lady is

stones, and dying Ior the sate of his beautiful eyes.
panied," he was told. So he stood ther€ like a
drencbed itr oil, his cbin sagging to his chest, his
sour aod his lips dry, his eyes aglilter with tears,'ouog mad. who gor a few gb6 wirh me our of

bead unhinged and astray as if it were on somebody
\ shoulders, and his heari pounding. H€ walkcd

plus a few good ditrners, went about bragging
boastitrg, showbg ofi a cheap tuquoise I had gi
him. When he was with me, I kept telting himr "Do!'l
worry about morcy-I'll take care of you-ad don't
Past€ your strengtb on any woman but me. Wlatever I
bal€ is youis, for I too am completely yours." So thcn
he'd go strutting do*r Via dei Banchi and watch the
p€ople point him out in the crowd. Now it tumed out
tlat oo€ day whetr h€ was wirb me a grear lord camc
by to vkit me. and t made the young man hide b r
closet and told my maid to opeo the door. The noble-
matl entered, 5at alown, aDd Geing white linen Rheimc
bcdshceb, he exclaimed: "A!d who will devtcinize
them? Wiil it be your Canymedo? (Or canyme;e-t
cm't rccall thc cxact oame he used). ADd I told hin
3traight out: "He wil devirginize them for sure, and I
love him atrd adore him: I look up ro him as a god,
and I am his servanr asd slave a;d sha 

 

be for att
etemity, carcssing you orher meo only for your
motrey." Now you can jusr imagine how rhat fool
chon d wirb delighr when be heard me say rhal. Wheo
the Doblemao had trofi aod I ran ro open lbe closer, be

statrt. He returned thal cveninS; I let him in, and he

found me chaiting with a large complny of nren. wh.n

he saw thrt I didn't ask him to sii down, hc extended
6e permission lo himselt, ensconccd himsclf in a

cornar. and didn\ seem ro enjoy the quips and jokes he
hcard but r€mained there quietly until everyone had
qone. When we were alonc, he bcgan ro €xpostulate:
nls this vour lovel Are thesc vou. carcsscs? what are

rll your'promises worth now?" "My dear brother"' I

amwered. "lhanks to you I have bccone the scandal of

all the prostilutes in Rorne: pcople ^re m^king fun of
my nitwi(edness, .nd what gnlls mc even more is that

now nry lovcrs dont wanl to give m€ anything We

don't wrnt to pay for ihc salt pork,' they sdy, 'so lhat
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3om@ne else can eat the tasty crouton., But if yoE
want me to become agaitr what you very wel ktrolx,.I
was Io,ou, there is oDe simple thing vou catr  do, '
Wheo I said rhrs he lilred hrs hiad L*e a han abour o
be hang€d liftr it at the cry: "Run awayl Bear ifl" He
swore that for my sake he would dril holes in rhe eye!
of fleas, and begg€d me to ask him for anything. So t
said: "I'd like to have a silk bed, which, together with
the fringes, the satin, and the frame, would cost about
one hundred and ninety-nine ducars, not countitrg the
work of making it; and jusr so my frierds can see thar
youie kitrg Iruly gene.ous and are e\en hochag
yourself to grve me gjfl., rake ir all otr credir and qhm
the time comer to pay, leave it to me. I'll make sure lhe
others pay or croak." "It can't be done,', he replied.' 'because my tarher hrs wri  en al l  over tet l ing peoplc
not to give me credit, and anyone who gives rne c.edit
does it at his own risk." Irnrn€diately showed him my
back aDd sent hirn packrng. Ihen. purring a day in
belueeo. I senr for lirm ani sard: co ani see Solo-
non; he will supply you with the money just on your
signature." So he wenl to him and Solomon vetled: ,.No
money without a piedge"; rnd he came back to rnc,
told me $e story, and I said: "co ro so,and-so: }e'll

. gjve you such-aDd-such jewels for srch-and-such a sum
of mon.y, and the Jew will be happy to buy lhem from
you-" So he went. mel the jeweler, came to an agree-
m€nt with him for a rwo-months'pledee. clrricd thc

bLn
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out he had to pay the fine rwice over. si!@

old tav€mke€pers nor new ones have the haDn
letting their customers eat on the cuff.
ANTONI.A AI,d-l, who until now tboughr thar I
s pretty shr€wd, adrnit that I was nothine bu-t an idiot.
NINN,-{ The time was comins for-rhe cim,.rrcomule for rhe camival,
ich is always a momenr of tonnent, dear],. and

dksolulion for po6r ho'\e(. poor cto'hes, and poor
oatrdres. \larlrDg rvill one of my cusromers sho had
nore eood in let r r ions rhan lhe poqer ro per form rhem.
ADlaa) .  i t  was ju , r  i f ler  Chr i . rma. ,  whe;  rhe ma<kers

becaosc (o rell lhe rrulh hi\ chiet groom has pro_nised
me rhe horse." After I rold him thar thar suited me

begrn st ro l l ing abour rhe. t reets,  gouAh vou d idn. l  see
ror. I3ly 9! dem. Bur dry bl d* ihey "enr on
ournpr). t r9 trke metons. which shos up in batches of
we or srr every moming, then ten or twelve, and after
lbat a whole bask€rful, then a pite, a heap, and finally
you've got so many you feet like rtrrowing them away.
Ar I say, the maskers werenl coming down rhick as y;r
when my. frhnd A U-S moke-a nd. \o- Rodst. seeing me
Dena\e r 'ke d soman uho;nrends to be un. le! .rood
vithout saying a word, said to me: ,.Don't you mean to
8€t a costume?" "I'rn a hornebody," I answered, ..a
srrutle.-peeper. Ler rhe pretty girls g€t costumes, and all
t iose women who have gownr ro put on rheir  hjcks.. ."Su ay. he said. I  uint  you lo Ao our in rhe mosr
haut i ful  of  cosrumes. l  kept qu,et tor some r imc, and
tlen I threw my arms around h;s neck and said: ..Mv
dear heaf l .  how do you ulnr me ro mrkc this tovet i
nasquerade for )ou" On horsehxck. he said, . .ani
dress€d to the bilt. I shall procure the Cardinat's g€n€t,

jewels to Solonon, sold them !o him, and brought me

,4NTONI,, W})at does all this add up to?
N/NN, The jewels were mine: and when th€ JeF

got his money, he brought them back to me. The&
alter eight days had gone by, I summoned rhe man
who hdd given him rhe jewels on his signarure and rotd
him: "Cer rhat young man rhrown inlo ,J i t  and sqesr
tnat he was rry'ig ro run aw:iy. So he brought charFs.
the pmp was arresred, and before he coutd cel rhem !o

Frfectly. I pur him ofl for dboul \e\en drys betore the
day oo which I  reckoned I  $^uld pur on m! cosrume,
rnd gei ing him ro come hr.k "n Vonarl ,  r  * ia:"You mu{ f i r . t  p 'ovide me $irh J pr ' r  ot  stocNrngs
ano a parr u,  panis.  and so as nor lo pur )ou to any
c"tpense, you can send me your pair of velvei pants; I'll
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purchase the handle. I sbould

lretiao" Didlogues 165mend all the wom-out spot! and 6x tlem so I can we3t
them. As for the stockings, you can have them made
for me for a pittance, and one of your doublets, not
evqn a good oDe, will suit me fine after I've had it fitted
on my back." wllen I had said all thh, I saq, him begitr
to grimace and twisr his {ac€, chewing oD his unlap
piness as 6ougb he almosr regened htving put oe up
ro all lbese exrravagatrces. So I said to him: ..you are
doing a Ois gudgingty. Forger the whole thhg; I no
ronger want to w€ar a costume," w}len I tded to leave
the room, be stopp€d me atrd said: ..Is that how much
you trus( me?" He sent his se$ant ofi irnmediately to
get his ilothes and also to qet rhe taitor. who would
r€fashion them to fit me, atra that very day he bought
the cloth for the stockings, wtrictr tie trid cur aid
brought to me two days later. He helped me dress add
said: The) 6l you as though they were painted otr
you.-And whetr I was wearing my man\ clothes, I |(
him try it with me as though I were a boy. ,.My dear

1T 
l["d.9",.I seDr him ou! agajo for rhe Modeoa

o�H: ';;lLl'oi'#1" bim ruih out to buv abou, a

."fJ,f'?il'f.;";*"urd have had him tate care or

);ir'f, "$x'i'":?;"' but r didtr'rwatrt to'
,., 

N,441V,4_ Because by orderios him aroundffe a.rad),  besides being one in !rme.

*fli'.,,"#lj,riio )ou sreep $rLh hiD oo rhe

I felr

dight

soul," I said to him, "he who buys rhe broom can also
purchase the handle. I sbould like to have a Dair ofto have a pair of

^. .1! lNo .  Afrer a thousand suppl icar ions. be sor aqurcK rurn h rhe ha):  and I  roid him: . . . tomcirrow
ognr you ctD do i t  to me l$ent\  umer fu a row, r t  leD
i, , l  |  1". , r t , rg.  )ou.-  whetr morning came, r  madenrm ger,nrlr ot bcd before rhe suD ,os; aod rord bim:
,::_ il: 

n,.* rhe ho^e sroomed. so rhar as :ooD as IDave-eateD I  cdn mounl him. He gor up, dressed, andren. rod alter i€ fouDd rhe chiet gr'oom..said ro hrm jn< mosr begui l iDg mrnnel -Hf le I  am...Tte groomsroou there tjte a srick. treirher denying nor am;rnLtrg.
T:.n: :qT,:"  ercraim: . .what:  Do y6Lr wanr ro rurn

il; .,,;;:,: ,"f i:;'i".,I?i T,iliil"ilj#1, Ttrlll
:::"i:: 

,"h:y-111.. ". -n.ideriti.n ro, coJ Armiahry.lugr Fss I  poornasr.  and I  q^uldn.r $an, hi .  $i ; t rc;
:1,1q -. b.^:.id or hJve him broughr bJC& ro me
?l:l_.-":'i",1"9 r wourd be ruined thcn. and in qui(e a
:::l:9r^*1t rrom hos you qrri be if rou don r ier rnc
1:I:. ,Birrn.y tove' besged dnd pteaded wrrh irim so
ll:"^T1.11.r":1 ,h. head sroom gave i!. ..r caor souatr,on my word. send .om(bod, for lhe horsc and it
H ::,.s,*" ro hin.. Halin8 rotd rhe sr.bteboy of
:i,.: :I:.L 1l rovcr dispatched his ma$ervatrt ro mei
il: #:"fflT;li'J::Xeme..oe whoh cooversarion;

.  
ANTO\tA. tho.e.ew.nr.  are grear trairors.  . lhey

certarDly are their masrers, grearest en-enies.

velvet sho€s-" He didn't have ary money, but he dr€*
a ling ofi his finger and left it to be barter€d for the
velvet, giving it to a bootmaker who knew my measurr
afld made lhe shoes for me in a jiff). After rhis t
managed to wheedle out of him a s;lk blouse em-
broidered with gold, not out of his chesr but right off
his back, and Iacking a cap, I said ro him: ,'Give m.
your cap, and I'U see ro putting an ornament on it.',
And since he was quite anxious rhat I go in cosrumc
with him, he gave me his new cap and wore one whicb
he had wanted to hand on to his manservant. Now tic
evening before the day I was to go on display arrived,
and aDyone seeing him bustling around me would }ev.
said to himseu: Hei the Caprrol Hilt prepalnts
for the senator." At eleven o'clock that nishr I sent
out to buy a plume for my cap;then he w-ent out a
for a mask, and when he came back with a mask not
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NINN.4 No doubr. But now dinner time had
come:- l  barelylel  m) rr iend gutp do$n . i r  moulhlxts
woen I  stud: 'Have your boy ear quickjy xnd send hio
for the horse." He obeyed, and rhe boy ate ano went
off. When I thought that he woutd com; back with rhe
holse,, be returned _ empty-handed. ..The stableboy
doesn't $ant to hand him over,', he said. ,.The chiei
gtooD wants to speak lo ,oU Erst. Tle poor bo) had
scarcely fitrished dellteflng lhis message shen he was
hit m tne head wilb a dish

Atetiho\ Diatosue, rcj

ANTONIA Why did his master throw the dish at
hin?

. lV,llrVi Ue lhrew i( because he woutd have pre-
rerred trle matrservatrt to ca 

 

him a(rde and whrsDeirhe
m€ssage io.his ear so thJt L who hadnl lum;d my
bacl(. qould not have heard dnyrhrng. Bur rhen I reaXy
tumed on tm. faced him squarety.  and yetkd. . .No;
I m m a lllce ur. and just because I $"nred ro have a
Plettrcr mask tban tbe face my whore of a mother gave
me. I was sure rhar this was going ro happen. you.
mver do rl to me agarn- no sirt I was cr.lry to lrust
you and l€t myself get aI worked up over such
noosense..Whar dnger me e\etr  more than not hrving
the horse is rhal peopte wiu say rhar t.ve been ticked.
. t te |ned lo sat:  "Dool uor!) .  )au U hJtc the horse,.
bur. I  broke in wirh a . .Srop borhenng mc.. .  .nd ru,ned
my Dack. lhen he grabbcd hrs cloak. fleq to the stable,
bowed and scraped lo rtl lhe t.rlels. ard .,:ked rhem ro
show. hltrr ro rhe head groom. rnd he bepged atrd
pFaoeo w'rh hrm so well tbat he gor lhe hles,ed horse.
Au .lhe while I vas very nervous. runnrng to rhe
*udow ar $e rlightesr nojse. thin[ing eacl- lrme ;t was
lhc.norse..Al lasr I saw a foo'man run up. sweating
prolusel) .  hir  cape wrrpped arouoc lx ncik.  He said

H,f":if 
'+,ill\*'rjilfi:x.:i:lrl'Ip#:I

beaurrrur rorse ; ;; ff;;:'ff:l'"ji;:.J::l

$;rr$;#f 
'w'i,..,rtr*"):iY*.'i"',i,#

ff" *:"1_t!.:"ff "il''l'f ;: "* i ",*t :li;, ht :'irneD t .krssedi im aod askeri  ror rhe retvet f ioarr qhich

cac.fl rook ofr a chain he *"; "p*,,^c ";;"; ;i; ";i
T:..ft-,^ ', ,". erchanee ror rhe eSsi wh;ch I rossed
1T:, rl*d:T and in rhe time ii rakes ro recrre aLrcao. then I  cturchcd hrr hand again unt i l  we nel asoop,ot people q h dn,t  wirhour; . , \ks. and plunginglnro tne,cenrer. t  r i3t  m^b. I  lctr  hrm ,"  rr ,c ni ,al te oi
f l . , ig lo: .1"* \ r  y anJ lookins r i tc a rumm,j \ \henr 
-reacned the.Borgo or lhe Banchr.  qherc rhc mud q:N

_cEep_€nd. lhrck.. I  Cd op(d !round rr  rqrce a, ru 

 

spced,IqIDout lXe stjghresr coorlderaLion tur rhe horse or Lhe

n#iftr1#:''Jl'ili'l"i'"Jft;tJH{*'-,":#!
:X".::..!T* ro rorscr asain. h aD) case ne rlshedu!.,or rr. reiurned, ard I pur ir on. ls t was fr,renirgmy sloctuogs. I happened ro see rhat brs earrers qereq^urte pre y and srote rh(trr trom t,inr *it., r,ur. rot,
1o,:1. 

r:aorns him.mine. whrch us16s\ rnnch 16 1..r( .,.

ffi I ili.' ffi '.',j'll ;ssrd 
out,ad,€d-omed havins

*.o-.,i.r,. "'a J,., " ;;;,;"H :'ir' "i"ii:illlr iauy oo the hof ie .  $her  I  eas at  lasr  rn the l rddle,
11L,.11, r"Tp..d on his nas and ."r or *iir, rn". Hiroolire bf rhe hind_Jnd woutd have tiked a 

 

Rome roseelD'm so l rndly  fa!orcd.  {nd proceeding in  rh isIasdron we reached a pince where rh;v tr.* -vi'h.sr'errs rr,r *'e.Jr'uii;, ;;i:f 
'":i;; 

i:::,;llili::
T:.:".:s^i' ̂11'^,\ :gc: rhe p€Jdrcr had in sroci. My

lo mer "Lady. fic horse w'jt be hr.e any m,nure. No
sooDer had he said rh is  rhan atong came a mdn leading
the horse.by hand and cursrng h€aven becdusc or  r ie
Dorses wud pranong and bucting, whilh frlle,t rle
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fre silt cape. That day I bumped into him about fiI€
or $x trmes and treated him with the same fondned

Aftnno's Dialoeues 1(

ald was lying there for a moment wheo along he cad
his arrns ,oaded wirh stufr. wilb my mother helping, !
tel the tabte, dinner was prepared luicker than you ca
dng a bel, and we sat down. Jusr as we \rere finishir
he meal. I heard somebodv coughing and spirrin.
cougbs aod spits that made rnr w;ich-sufier lerribl
Rundng to t-he qindow, I recornized a tover. rushed I
Sreet him, and went ofi with him, l€aviDg my frien
there all njght, utrable to sleep and pacing-thro'ugh th

one lavish€s on people who are utter slrangers-i;
other words, rone- For some time he kept trottLg aftcr
m€, but at his falteriDg pace he couid never caich up
witl me: so dere be sar on his nag. looking lile a ma;
made ot bemp. a scarecrow. When olgnt hrd nearl,
come, I sang together wilh a tbousand other whores
and their DimDs:

And I shiver iD the niddle of sumrner,
\ burning for the winter . . .

Tben I let him 6nd me Jgain rnd grab me b) rhe haDd
uKe a desperdte man: rn. l  al l , r  brddjnq rhe crewl"Coo_d.oighl. good trrghl. mv deaf hdr<,-anr genue-
rnen T (urned wirh my mJsk in hand rnd sard to my
Joolsh lover: "BlesseJ i. rne person uho c-n fud you.
Why, you just left me in the luch, and I know wry aro
whar )ou did. rod I tl do the same. Tle good dunce
Deggeo rn) lorgrletress. and while he qa\ rr)ing ro pur
the blame on me. we rcached rhe Campo dr Fiore.
lDere l  hr l tcd trexr to J chictcn peddle,,  scired a b,acr
ot capons and awo skewers of rhrushes, ard bandiq
them to_a man io carry to my house, totd him curtlyi"Go atrd pay for them." ADd so he had 1() leave behind
a ruby which his molher had rrren him as a gi fr  before
nrs deparlure lor Rome. and he sa\ ds r , ,nd ot rhar
lnc as I  was tond or rookrns him. {r  my houce $e
round no candles. Do frreqood, no I.teid c, sine
(perhaps because I had made sure that there woutdn'i
be any)l  and |  6cq Into a rrge anJ $is onl)  soorhed
wnen I saw hm teave ro bu\ all the,e  cm(, srn(e bb
Iootman wasn r on hand, having l€ft to take b.ck the
norse (and the bead groom, wheD he saw lhe srare rne
horse was rn, rwore b) dll rhrri hoj) rhat he woutd
never loan hrm our agarn. oot even rf  Chnlr  himself
carDe ro ask for him). I had sar€tched out on mv bed

hous€, boasting and shouting ;bout ;hat h; inEnded t
say and do to me. But he had to sweat evetr to set bacl
the silh cape be had loatred me; his footman 

-came 
t

the house eight days in a ro,, before I handed it ov€r
.  ANTONIA You werenr being so pof i te rhen, be
Daung lha( way loward someone who had dooe sl
much for you, atrd just to have you all to hioseff for r
single night.

NANNA lt was a whorish Doliten€ss. and was n(
less lovely than what I rreared the sugar merchant to
This mao eren gave me hi, tegs for somethinS swe€ter
than sugar: andas long as hii tu.t for me listed, w<
evetr put sugar on our salads. And wh€n he tasted the
hon€y that came from my you-know-what, he would
swear that in comparison hjs sugar was as bitter as ga[.

lNrONl,4 But still he thrcw it after you.
NANNA Ha.l I remember how he used to go crazy

wh€n h€ looked at my ihina- He would touch and
fondle it and get stiff as a board just from handling iL
He used to coDpare it to those prelty little mouthj
which those marble st.rtues of \romen k€ep so tigltly
pursed and which can be seen hcre and there in Ro6e,
and he would decla.e that i! smiled the same sort of
smile. And in t.Dth h€ mjsht well say so (though it's
not nice to sing my own praises), for I had a truly
lovely one, as delicate and neally turned as is possible
in tlis sad world. You could barely see the hairs that
surrounded it, and it was so firely cleft that onc could
barely 6!d the place where ir was. It was not too
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swollen up nor too sutrken in, and I give you my wora
that tlat sugar merchanl gave me more kisses therr.
then he did on my mouth, sucking i! as thoug! it were
a freshly laid egg.

ANTONIA Ihe tusczL
NINNI Why rascal?
ANTONIA Beca$e ol the bad times which I hope

God will visit otr him.
-N.,NN.4 Did He not visit them on him bv makirr

him fal in loYe with me?
,{NTO,V,{ Not to my way of thintiag.
N,4NN,{ Now I cao\ gjve }ou a detailed account

of all the swindles with {hich I stdpped my toven
bare, nor how I canied th€m out without their ever
seeing my hand in the intrigue. I used to use whore-
mast€r\ jargon, so that whenever one of these suckefl
came to visit me, since they did not understand me
when I said 'mesie' and meant 'Ee,' or 'peep€n' and
m€ant 'eyes,' or 'moola' and meant 'money,' or ,lam out
of there' and meant 'get away last,' rhey were slaugh-
tered immediately, like some bick who tries to fottow a
doctor of philosophy whetr he spouts Latin. And
thieves' jargon is c€rtainly worthy of a tli€f, for
a thousand swindles can be blamed on it;but let me tell
you how I hoared (to us€ the Tuscan term) a simp from
Sietra-or at lean I thought he was SieDese.

ANTONIA He couldn't bave come frcm anvwber€
else.

NANNA At any ftte this Sienesc, who had just
breezed iDto Rome. kept earisg me up wirh his eyni
and every t;me he came across my rhaid he was sure !o
say something amusing. Once he said: "This heart in
rny breast b€longs to your mistrcss"; on another occa-
sion he asked: "Tell me. my prcuy 8irl. whar is tour
lady doing?" And she would reply: 'She does quire
well thank you, at your lordship's orders," and thcn
would make fac€s behind his back. And once wh€n I
saw him one day walking about for quite a long time, I

told fiy maid: "Co down atrd make him oav sneer
rent. shce he is cluteriDe it up, wa[inp back a;d fofth
ai a[ hours. she wenr dor{f io lhe d;orwavl ,rnd iust
as be was goitrg ro opeo his mourh ,rnd sat belo, .he
Uegatr to yeli al rhe top of hcr voice: -Ma\ he break a
leg, so he can never come back here asain. you hear
ne! That's righr, I don't wanr to see hide nor hair of
you agam, you wretch, you loutt" The loaf€r, limp as a
sc:recrow on a seesaw, whined: .,What's [oubliDs vou?
Here I  am- ar )our servjce. I  am your ladl  s sLaie, I
really am." Sbe prerended that ste aianf irnaerstaira
him aDd saidr " l r \  fou'  hours aqo qe seoi rhat l id le
thjef to change a p;,rote ro gi\e ttjp of a ducar ro the
poner wbo brouphi rny lddy lwo Gngrhs of crimsoa
sattn as a gilr from rhe prince of Twisred Bduocks. aad
he's not back yel." The idiot, \rho wanted to qet a
repuratjon_as a spender. since he wrs already knonn as
_.a lulxhead. tore open his purse dnd cried: ..Here. rakc
uem. because I adore ]our misrress. I adore her..'
TIt€n he placed four crowns in her hand, putting oo a
grand show. Then he whispe.ed: .,She likis m. isn'r
that so?" The maid, whom I'd iust called. didtr,t teI
him whether I did or didn't aod shur rhe door id his
face; so there he stood outside. iike a man rhrown out
of a wedding banquet he tried to enter wrthout an
invitation-

ANTONIA He gotwhat he deserved. rhe simpletoo.
N,{NN,{ But lct's go oD to rhe srory of rh€ she-

ANTONIA Wh^tsort ofcats are these?
NANNA I ow€d a clo.h dealer a debr of tw€nty-

fire ducals: an,l since I h.rd 'he idea of lever payiDg
him, I  suddenly rhouahr. l  a qood wav ro do him oui
of rhem. And whar Jid I doI I had iwo very good-
looking she-cals, and seeing him coming to my windorv
for the money, I said to my mrjd: "cive me one of tbc
cab and you lake the orher, and as soon as the cloth
seUer gets h€rc, I'I beSin ro shout: 'I want you to



strangle her!' and you pretend you dor't want to, alx

holding." No sooner had I said lhis thatr he app€ared
then I will make a show of stmngling the cat I'4
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tbe cats. atrd you'U bring lhem bact d vou have ro
lo BarbaN to felch drern. My cats. m) dear sr,

o retuft here: lhey have ro be rerurned. you hear
wnen f fe poor man. who sas leanjng against rhe

dolr, saw {hat my shouting had gar}ered a crowd
tne sueet below, he didn't say snother word (it was

04 him), but ran donn rhe srairs and declared:
o 3€e, thafs what you get when you trust a whore.,'
NZONI,4 Nanna, I want ro tell you a tiule

tbe upstairs door.
ANTONIA Didr.'t be Ltrock at t}le sFeet door

tust?
N.4NN.{ No, because he Iound it open. lvhen ho

got upstairs, I began to scream: "Strangle her, stangl€
her"i and my maid, almost cryi4, begged m€ not tg
askitrg me to forgive them, promising me that nev€{
again \would they eat our dinDe! l looked enraged.
wrapoed my hands arouod my cal r lhroat. and ex-
clafied: -You'u never do thar ro me asain \then he
savr the €ats, my creditor, to his cost, took Pit-v on them
ard asked me to give them lo him. "Not or your life!"
I cried: ard he said: "Please, my lady, leave them rith
me for eight days, and after that I will help you kil
them, if you do not waot 1o give tbem away as a gift or
foreive them." And so saying, be look my car while I
ouiuo a token resistancei then he tore the other cat out
;f "i.uidt hands, and after sto$ng them both in a
bag, handed them to the enand boy whom he had with
him and told him to carry them back to his bouse.
"Make sure." I said, "that you return tbem after €i8ht
davs. because I want to kil them, tbe lraitorsl" He
pr;mised he would and then asked me for his twenty'
6ve ducats, and I made a holy vow to bring them to his
shop vriihin ten da1t, and so sent him away satisfied
Ten. fifteen days went by, and then he returned to ask
me for the ducats. I had them in a kerchief, and
iindinq rhem orrenlatiou<ly. I saiJ: 'Cldly. but first I
i,ant my cats." 'wlar do you mean. your cats." he
retorted, "They rao a*ay over the rootlops ar sootr el
ihev were lcft alone in my house " when I heatd what
I knew very wel before I \tas even told, I put on I
st€Dmo$er's frown and said: "You belter make sure
those ca$ cet back here, because if they don'1 it vril
cost vou do.e thaD twenty-five ducats. You promiscd

,{NIONI,4 l d bet ml sout apainsr a ehrachio nut.
NANNA Tnar would be nJ 'maX it'ing. n.n.'",

.  a c h c w - l v e  c a u g h r  3 . h i  .  A c h e ; ,  a c h e w ,
-this fig tree has shaded me very badt) froru lhe

Now therc wonr be anJ chance of r i l t ing \ou
about the many mcn to whom I taR;d-so
and cleverly rhat they believed rhar the J$ush

gue rode in midair, just as, so we are told,
tomb does-ache\r, achew . . . Oh. I can't

any more-my t}roat's already hoars€-the

iconmunicable sins,
lV.4lVNl Do you think so?

is drying up rny whislle.
ANTONIA lr's usually the walnut tre€ thar cas6
! ealthy shade. nor rhe fig tre€.
N,4NN.{ Nou come. givc me }our opinioD io

words, as you t'romised me you would. because

lV7{NNl Tell ne.
,,N?ON1,1 This cat swindle is so neat and c}arrn-

that for its sake alone you will be forgiven four

choking-:rchew, achew, achew I really feel bad
not  being, ,h le ro te l l  y .u more rbou!  how I

my Io! ing c l rL l rc  i . rc  shrp( .  t rnJ I  J id i r  Js
h I were willing to losc almos! anyrhing in lhe
in. I pul on an icr of g.car charity roward lncrr

3rd d idnl  le t  them srrut  rbour  in  erbrordered
or mrke i  {ut id Jrsplr}  hy rhrowing brg bao-
and olh(r useless things. I  drd al l  thT so rhal
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their moDey would be kept to satisfy my appetites
desires, and the clods praised my discretioq and
loving mantrer itr which I protected their i
ny God. l o dlng----oh: And l m also sad at oot bei
able to tell you the story of my drapes, how I
the man who Daw!€d dlem. the matr who took th€m
paw). lhe maD wbo bought tbem for me. the two
m€n who witnessed tbe deal, the man who
them to my house, and the other matr who dropped
iust as I was having then hung up in my room

ANTONIA Come. m k€ an efiort to tell me.
Nanna, swLet Nanna, darling Nanna . . .

iv.{Nlr',{ We[. it haDDened that a certain
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I wrs makine i t  s imglv t 'ecause we women al<
without thought and foolish aJter thought. But I'I

is sonewhat calcless when she talks; and I belicve

you my opinion, from which you can pluck the rose

N.rNru,{ Go alead, rell me.
NTONIA I say that after discarding some of aI
hd\e 'd;d r trd lak'ng uhdt i r  let t  on credrr,  s ince
always adds a few lics 1o the truth, and sometimes

a d o m  a  \ r o r y  o n e  r r i c k .  i r  o u r  w i l h  b a u b l c . . . .
lv,{NNl So you take me fo( a achew, achew-a

INTONL4 Not for a liar-ratler for a person

t(3rrh. So hurry up and give me your advice.
ANTONIA My opinion is that you should make a

sutr who has ruined our convenation. And I of your Pippa. The nun betrays her sacred vows

... oh, help me say it ... a Mess-Mess€r-oh,
dyitrg . . . There's not a chance . .. Forgive me, I'I
you some other time. And I' even tell you about

many 6trange events; nor do I believe that you
!o friendly right from the start with tle Bacbelor.

monsigrcr who ran away bare-ass across all the
of the quaner . . . Oh, my Christ, I'm fainting,
Antoda, my dear, what's the matter witl me?

ANTONIA A, culse on the pl eelr that goes
and do{,r\ and a curse too on t}at gertle creature of

want to say this, but perhaps it is a bit hard to beli
..that the fust day you became a trutr you actually saw

you have it in for nuns and nrarried women lor
other reason- Let me grant that there are nore

ones among them than there should be. As for t}le
I wotr't nake any excuses.

N,.{NNI I can't-achew. achew-answer you, and
airaid that this cough wiX really tulr into a

t le marded woman murders the holy bond . f
. bul lhe whore yiolates neirher her monas-

nor her husbandi indeed sh€ acts like tle soldier
is paid to do cvil, and when doing it, she does not

tlat she is, for hcr shop sells what ii bas to sell.
f ih t  d . , )  tJ , r l  ,  ra tern le(per  upens hrs tavern.  he
lol have to pDt up a sign, for eveiyone know that
one drinks, one cats, one gambles, one scrcws,

trays, and cheats, and anyone who would go there to
y bis prayers or stari a fast would lind neither altars

[,ent. Garden€rs sel] vegelables, druggsls sel
and the bordel los scl l  cursc.,  Ics, s lur ish behav-

, scandals, dishonesty, lhievery, filrh, haared, cruelty,
, the French pox, b€trayals, a bad trame and

; bul sinc€ lhe confessor is like the doclor who
d rather cure lhc disease he can see o! the palm ot

N/llVNl But I swear it: I became a nun wh€n
*as still a demi-virgrn. Ar for haviflg seen so
capers all at one go, believe me, I saw much,
worse . . . Damn this nasty cougll

ANTONA Yott do have it, don't you?
NANNA Yes, indeed I do. But now won't you

D9 your opinion in three words, as you promised?
ANTONIA 'fo go back to that promise I

you, I'll settle it in four: I can'l keep it.
N.,{NNI And why not? Achew ... Oh,

ens, what did I catch?
my

ANrONIA I oiglt have kept my promise
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your hmd thatr the orc which is hidden from him,
th€re freely wirh Pippa and nake a wborc ot her ri
oxi atrd afrerward. wirb tbe pelirion ot a lirrtc pma

"You speak vet, A&tonio," Nanaa taid, -ahd nt do
fi.st ot rou hae advis.d:' Alta sarins this in a leebte
votcc, shc rousd h.. t uzid, who hod slept white ther
w?rc tal*ina, set thz bask"t o" ,ki h.ad ,eain and th.
v,Inz.boltk in her lard. Eav. Antonia tha Mpkin,
,yhich tlv had canied uder her arn tha monins, aad
wc ! honv. Alt.. s.ndins out l@ sorrw prcces ol
ti.:oticc lot.Naitu, who star"d away lroi vitrzs;
beca.sc ol h"r .ough, th"y din d on bnad sopped in
$,@m water and rcnato. But Netna goye Antonia
som.thing.Ltc to ca, and sh" rcnain d rtzre that nigtl!,
atd .uly the next moming Rtum?tl b her Uuk sor;,
,he snnt busitPss bf '9hich sh. barcty nanag.d to
turvive. Pov.rtt had besun to irk her, bw sne was
comlorted by Narno's conl)ercation and a,ttounded br
a th? evil Aaou?hl by th" wo ds nn-", "n" oi,
more numerous tllah the ants, flies, and mosquuoes ot
tw.nly sutwncn put bg?th?r. Sh. wa't indebrcd o
Nan'u lot so mach ?nlightenmen: !.t Nanlu hd rct
told het *" htll ol it.

And so end.t th; th*d and tast dat.


