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so it m st be tue"'

l,4NN,4 lt's bound ro be Bul lefs come rn how

nother brought me to xome

ANTONIA ABOUT THE LIFE OF THI, WHORf,S.
;TnNr,4 Yes. Iefs
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w-ouldnl [sren ro a word of it. ..So you think fd
ol those womeDr do you? she cried. ..Co,l wou
like to see my daughter.ruined. I come Irom i
stock, I' bave you know, and even iJ we,ve had
bad rioes. qe !e gor eDough left, Lhank cod, so $e I
still maDage.' Of course such remdrks ontv served
increase m) reputadoD as a beaury. Have you ever
a sparrow perch'ng at a windoe of a gratrary:
pecks up leD grains of wheat and fus ofi; rheo,
slaling away tor a $hiie, he comes back lo rhe
wti two more sparrows, fljes ofi asain, and r
with for, th€n ten, then thirry, ana nnatty a
iock. Thafs just how my panting su;to^

lead eo you woutd have swom lhar 't wasn'r hair

a si lken rkei0 laced $i lh threade ol  golo
:);v?A;;;' ;il wh) did sbe dri"s loLr wlhor:t

eves?
,v;lrV; So t could shov/ off mv armr' whic\ were

' i "  " t  * .*O"X* After having made me wa'h in.her

t"ii" ""*, *fi.rt o* tart''.r. pungtnt yet tuking
.*" oot lo .rn.u. lny tuce wirh the slighrest touch

;ru;;;,il. "r'" l"a -" stand at the window just

*i". tr'" I'ir of the courtiers was goitg bv when I

arourd my house, trying to poke their beaks into my
gratrary, while ati dre rirne L who coutdDi get my frll *
watching these courtiers, alnosr went tma sq-uinting
through the slits in tbe shutter, stariDg ar the ilegant
spectacle of all those noblentren in their velvet and sati!
capes, gold chains around their recks. some mount€d
otr horse\ rhal glsrened lite mifiors. gljding by a! sott
as srrk qrth their servanrs al lhe stirrups. m which ftey
pur only lhe dps of lheir bools, holding lheir pocker
Petrarchs aad reciting verses with afiected nods aad
grimac€s.

Occasionally one of my suitors *ould halt in front ol
tie wndoq wh€re I qas p€epbg and sdy: .Lady,
would you be so murderous ar to dllow so matry of
your servrnr: io die? Ar r}lis I qould push the (h;ud
open a trifl€ and rben l€r it fall back, giv€ a loud
snicker and run inside. And rhey'd shour: ..I kiss yout
lady\ hand," or: "I swear to bod, you are teriibly
6uell" and then thev would leave.

ANTONIA Toaay I'm hearing lovely thinss.
N,4Nfr'l Wel, that's how matrers slood when onc

day my sagacious rnother decided to put me on display,
though prelending rhar it was all by accident. Sh€
dressed me ir a purple sarid gown, near and simDle,
withour sleeves. and brajded m) halr m a circte around

#;*i ;; *o,ia t'u". rr'o,nt'r 
-rt'at 

th' 'tar had
.i6,'. Ir rn? eles "f the M.si erery one of rhdse meo
ii"..iii a"i't.a and deli-ghred hv lhe sight or ne'
rrr*- j .r,rr." reins fau on lheir h.rse\ '  necks and

*?a ii tl-" itt' ."p*'e as prisoners ga?e dt d rav or

irJ"ht. i l',i"e rneir hcads and sr"rins at me spell-
hounid. rhev all-looked like lhose lrtlle bea(s lhat come

fton the oihet end ol the world and live oD alr'

lNIONll You mean chameleonsT
rV,iru,",l fft"t . right They imprcgnaled me with

th. i ,  . i " , . . .  p," .*rv ' j ike rhoie.bnJs rha'  look l ike

ioii.*i t'f-""], i.pregnate the clouds with their

feathers.
,{NTONI,{ NiPhlha*ks? - -
,v,aiv l , l  et  h"". .* . lou re r ighl  niehrhawks'
ANTO\IA 

'And 
whi le they werc aU oglng you'

whal were you doing?'''lvrlvrv; 
f afieitcd the modcstv o{ a nun itared

srraiJr ar rhem wi lh the sel l 'conhden'e o( a wife and

rI rh; while made th€ gestures of a whore

,{N?ONl,4 Marvelousl
i ivv;  er," ,  I  had been on sh'w for ahout

three-quarters of an hour' just as the) slatlcd crackmS

i.i."i l"J-".itr"* wrtv, mv mother came to thc win'

il*. r.it'.i."u u-. *.; tori momenr ar (housh to sav:
;fh;. i. .r daushrer. and made me lcave So thev

".r."r.i' gipi"g a-nd gasprng lrke fish br'ught to shore

;;;.';Jd o? " o.i. nbpi'g abour Li< harbers dsd
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she could snatch up when she escaped." My

carp suddenly hauled out of the water. That very
we hea.d the door being knocked. The landlady
down. and my morber soeaked up behitrd her to
what the man who knocked had to say. The
whose face was wrapped in his mantle, asi(ed: ,,W1lo
the girl who stood at the window?" ,.The dauehter of
noblewoman from another ciry," the landlady
swered, "and ftom what I can gather, her father
killed in the wars between the cuelDhs and chib
So the f,oor woman Aed to Rome with rhe few

Hy"#li:Hi;*:'-"-,fr Tiuri:T*{l:
;:... ;'; "tmff .ru :ft :rlp"#i*;l^::'":.";; intl...s, "ouna up bY comtos

il Jl- il'^-, ^1 ;.* so she olomised to rrsten
t o u ( ' P v o t "  - _ _  

:  ,  -

$:-til*,:',"i*"lt.fEllJ'1il::'{:j$
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had reheaned her in advance h aI these Iittle fibs.
ANTONIA How cleyetl
NANNA On heartug this, the disgui'ed mao sail:"Is jr possible ro speak ro rhis noble lad) l Absolur€ly

Dol. ihe landlady reto ed. She rrfuses lo tall to
anyone." The& in a whisper, he asked her whetber I
was a virgin. "A virgin to th€ marrow," she replied"All she ever does is chew on Hall Marys." ,'She who
chews Hail Marys will spit out Our Fathers,,, bc
retorted, and began presumptuously to mount tlc
stairs. But she was quick to stop t}lar. Tlen the murtier
sdd: "Do me ar least rhis kindDess. Tell the lady tlff
when she agrees to talk to a man, you will give h€r
such a wonderful gift that she will bless you for the r$t
of her days." She assured hirn that she would and bid
lim Soodnighr Then she weDr^upslars. rhough taling
ner good ume aDout rr, and dntly cdme to see us,"You can bel on it." she said ,.Nobodv knows bettcr
than drunks where Io iind good red wiD;. It seems inar
they've picked up your daughter's scent; these cour-
trer-seners 6ush our the qLtail nghr asay. I reu you tli!
becausc one of lhem hrs been bere in person and asked
me to artange a meeting with you," "No, nol" my
moth€r cried. "TbaCs our." The landlady, l'ho had !
serpentire tongue, saidi "The fust mark of a pruo€N
woman is knouins how to grab her sood tuck; wheG
ever God happeDs to send it. He's a matr who can load

:l?l';$il;i'j.ffi H*ti*gr'#r'r'*r:
!o its opposLIe

i,)l'#' " J :'"'"ffi :"r- $1" j''l :"ii"".,"Tiiii
:*i1 l,:' ":TJ'i.,i'i'i"ilJi"ll5 i -iYl'i'',*'.a

ffi..,lfffif-'"#ffi
li*'.i+*:'$',i'J:#[i.tql{.,liirl
tr-$iffififfi
*:t,***r***jt*$*
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too, hugging ne tighdy in his anns. I had cupped my
hands over my hary, which was already very well
tuned, wriggling and squirming to show that I ers
yielding to him against my will; and though I even
allowed him to touch my organ, when he tried to ran
bis spiadle into my dbtafi I balked. "My soul, my
Lope," he begged, "dotr't move around so; lie strll. If I
hurt you, you can kil ne." And that's how it went: I
standing my ground, he begging and pleading, and ar
he did, giving me sly pokes with hjs instrument that
always q,ent wild, until he was exhausted, shatlered.
Finaly, laing his weapon in my hand, ho said: "Co

ahead and put it in yoursef. I won't move a muscle."
Almost weeping I shri€ked: "wtat is th;s buge thing?
Do olher men have such enormous tlings? So you wad
to split me in half with it, do you?" After I got thtu ofi
my chest, I lay stil for a bit, and just when he was
nearly inside of ne, I jerked away and left hin hig!
and dry, all dripping with passion. Now he becamc
despeEte and his pleadings tumed into lhr€ats, whilc
he continued to jab it savagely at my middle. "I swear
by my body," he gasped, "atd by my blood, I' splil
your throat, I'I strangte you." And he clutched nly
throat and squeezed, but getrtly. Then he began plead-
ing agaiD, and so f€rvendy tbat I took t}|e Position he
*anted me to; but just as he was lbrusting bis bread-
shovel iDto my oven, I jolt€d him ofi again. That did it:
be snatched his nightgown to put it on qain and get
out of bed; he 1\,as completely fed up. "Come," I
coo€d. "Come back." Hearing these *ords, his mgr
Bimmered down. He kissed me quile happily and said:
"You won't feel it aly more thao fte bite of a fly
You'll see how true it is. watch how softly I do it." So
at last I let him put a third of his bean inlo my pod;
then I teft him in tbe lurch. He went bers€rk, huddl€d
at the side of the bed, pushing his head forward and hir
.ss up in the air, b€ndiDg his legs under him, and tle
lust which he had wanted me to satisfy he relieved with
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his ow! hand. AJter doing to himseff what he had
walted to do to me, he got up, dressed, and began
pacing up and dowtr the room untll the night, which I
bad forced him to spend like spanowhawk, came to an
end, leaving him with a bitter look on his face. In fact
he looked lilke a gambler who had lost atl his money
ard his sleep besides. And cursing as only a man catr
curse who has been deserted by h's mislress. he opened
the window of the room and, leaning on the silt with
his hard on his chrn, gaz€d at tbe Tiber, which seened
to be laughing at him for the way he had pulled al his
bat. AI the time that be was brooding I was sieeping.
When I opened my eyes aBd tried io get up, he
suddenly jump€d on me, and I doubt that necro-
mancers have ever called demons to their ,id wrth so
oany oaths and conjurations as he directed at m€: but
it was all as vain ar th€ bopes of exiles. Finauy he
*anted to narow it all down to a single kiss, and even
that I refused h;m. And when I heard my mother
talking with the landlady, t yeled to her. As she
stepped into the room, he began shoulin8r "Whal kind
of murder is t]lis? They wouldn't have treated me
worse in a den ot thiev€s." He continued to shout and
6cream, and the landlady quietcd and comforted him,
sayingi "Don't you know t}lat ;fs a hcll of a business,
fying to do it with a virgin?" In the meantimc I
dressed and wen! to my roorn, lealing him 10 croak out
his complaints to t}le landlady. The w.etch had become
as obstinate as a gambler who wanls to revenge himsell
for his losses. He ran out of the house. and in about an
houl a tailor sent by him appeared with a lenglb of thio
green silk. He took my measuremcnts. cut lhe clolh.

.and made me a dress. his cli€nt convinccd that dre next
tright everything would go as he sbed. I acccpted lhe
gift, but bascd myself on my mother's memories who,
when she saw the dress. said: His passion-hanmer's
pounding. Strnd fasl. He'll do everylhing you want:
re a house, buy you fumiture, or die uling to gel in.'
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lndeed even without her memories, I would bal!
understood what I had to do. Just then I glanc€d
tbroueh the window and saw him. I raD to meet him on
tbe Girs, crying: "God only knows the sorrow you
gave me when you left without even saying good-bye;
but nov I'm completely consoled, since you've cone
back. Ever il I must die because of it, I shall do what
you wish this v€ry night." His mouth Saped aDd he
hastened to kiss me for speaking in this way, and as he
was ordedng dinner we made peace and becajne quite
sav. whetr Diqht came (aod I believe il seemed to him
ijslow i-o coming as the hour of an appoittment given
a matr who has longed for it for ten years), he also
ordered and paid for supper. Then the hour stluck, and
he went to bed with me again, in the very same bed;
atrd firdiDg me as compliant with bis destes as a Jew is
to lend money to a penon without collat€ral, he got so
angy he couldn't stop himself: he smacked me all over.
And I bore it quiedy, sayidg to myself: "You'll 

Pay lor
lhh, and forced him to prers out rhe lerjuice Soing
through the same sort of preliminar, contonrons as lie
nicht before. He iumped up aIler and (an to where my
m6$er was steeping i,itl the landlady and shouled and
tfuealened for four houn, while she kept saling: "My

dear sL, take my word for it, tomorrow night you shall
let what you wish. Even if she dies, she'll satisfy you."
ilen stre rot oul of bed and Save bim a tafiel3 sash
twicr the uiual length. "Take t-his. 5h€ told him "aod

tie her hads with it," The blockhead took it, and after
spendi.ng his good moncy agab on dinner-and ruPPer'
\+nt lo bed with me for th€ 6itd (ime when he stw
that this time I vtas so stirgy with mysef that I
wouldnl even lel him touch me, h€ got so effa8ed that
be wai ready to stab me, I codess t}rat by now I was a
little scared. but I bad edough presence of midd to tum
mv bchiod lo bim, holdmg rt t;ghdy againsl hjs bellv.
ttris aooetiztr redoubled his desire to eat a (ull meal
sld hi itarted to rummage aroutrd ard probe at nre'

l2l

bnt I lay firm and stifi, unmoved by his movements,
until I felt him slip away. But wben he became so
Fesumptuous as to tly to push it right inside, I cried:
"1 think it's time to get up," and sliding adroitly away
fiom his bely, I swury around and looked him straight
in the face, He tumed me on my back agaiD to court
tbe beams in the c€iliq, climbed on top of me, aDd
pushed in less ihan hall of it while I wailcd: "lr hurts,
it hun.:" As he was mainhining (bis precarious posi-
tion, he stretched out his band, pulled out his purse,
which he had flattered under the oillow. took out ten
ducars and a lot of iulios. and putting rhem in dy
hand, said: "Here, take them." "No, I wonl," I
moaftd while at the same time I grabbed his tool in
tdy fst and clenched it, peroitting him to go Do deeper
then bafway; atrd oot being able to go any larther, he
spat out his soul,

ANTONIA Vlhy didr't he tie you up with lhe
sash?

llvNl How could a man who was tied up tie
me?

,{NfON/l You spea.k the Gospel truth.
N.4NNI Before we got up, his holse traveled four

more times to the middle ol life's joumey.
,4Nl ONl,4 Yes, $at s what Peuarch says.
N,{NNI Not at all. Dante.
INTONL4 Wasn't it Petrarch?
N,4NNI No, Dante, Dante. Well, quite happy

with what he had ac&mplished he got up, and I did
looi a.nd since he could not slay to ea! with me, he sent
out for food and retumed tbat evedng for supper,
vihich he also paid for.

ANTONIA Hold on a rii$ute. Didn't he notice
that you hadn't bled?

N,4NN,.{ Pr€€isely. These couniers are great
judges of virgins and manynl I gave him to understald
that my piss was pure blood; and anylvay, so long 63
they can shove it io there, they don't aek for atrythitrg
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rnorc. Nolr, on the fourth night I let him go a[ tte
wa)t and wheD he felt that, tte bmve man alrrost
keeled over in a laitt right there otr top oI me. Thc
next mording my mothn came in the room laughiDg to
see us in,- q€d togetber. gave me her btessGg, and
Feeting his lordship, to wboE (as I covered hiir with
the sweet$t kisses itr my repertory ) sbe sajd: ..TonoF
row I ioteod to leave Rome. I bave just received a
lener hom my lown. wbere I'B goiog lo rerum to dic
arnong my ow! people. In any ca!e, Rome h a tosa
Ior lucky women, not for those who are unlucky.
Certaidy I wodd never leave if I could sell dl
posse$ions and at least buy a house here. I thought I
could re onq but the morcy hasn't corne and I'm trot
ttre sort of womaa who can live in other DeoDles
rooms." And stoppiqg tbe wordr h ber moutb, I cried:"Dear Mam4 I shal die in two da]s iI I am forced to
leave my darling," and I gave him a loving kiss and
shed two tiny tears. He sat up in bed at this ad
declar€d: "Can't I rent a howe for you snd furnish it
from lop ro botrom? I swear I cao. by you. whore add
minel And theo he got my mother ro band him his
cloth.s, skip'ped out of bod like a:nan iD a great hury,
and rushed out ot the house. He returned io tf,c
cvedrr8 britrging a key atrd two port€rs loaded down
witb mattress$, blaolets, atrd pilows, while rwo oth6
porteB canied beds and tables, aDd behinal lhem camc
a flock of J€*s v'ith tapestri€s, be&heets, dishes, pots,
buckct, and otber kitchen utensils. He looked like a
man who was movitrg. Thetr be led my mother away
with him, set itr order a spruce little house on th€ other
side of the Tib€r, return€d for me, paid the landlady\
biq loaded ow beloogiogs or a can, and as night feq
look me to my ne* house. As long as we remaid€d
togetler, he spetrt his money like a lord, nobly ad
wcu, atrd I really ro€3n weu. Now wben I no tonSer
showed up at tl|c vrindow of the lodging house, thc
men soon discovered where I was, and swams of my
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sEilors sefded arourd me, lik€ wasps at the gurgle of a
basiD or bees arcudd flowem. I acc€pted one of them as
a lover on sight, a maa who claimed he was dying on
Dy aclount. I played him along ihrcugh a procuress of
his, and when he gave me all that he possessed, I began
to tu.n a cold shoulder to my first benefactor, who,
having borowed money on all sides and bought the
thitrgs he gave ft€ on credit, couldn't pay his debls alld
was excommunicated alorg with the devils, hrs nane
posted up for all to see, as is the Roman custom. And
being by this time a hardetr€d wbore, I started to cut
down my lovemaking as drasticaly as he had rcduc€d
hjs wealth. Soon aJter he begar to find my door locke4
strd alter bawling me out for ali the good he had done
ne, he left like the ghost in Boccacciot story, his tail
as stifi as it had been at the stan. And after I had
emptied tte second man's pu$e, I gabbed hold of a
third. In bdef, I gave mysef to all those men who
came with the cash, as Gonella saysi rented a large
house and two maids, ard live-d as luxuiously as a
lady. Now don't think that in studying {horedom I was
lite one of those scholars vrho come to the unrversity a
genleman and, at the end of s€veD yeals, retum home
stone broke, No, in ihree months-less, two or everr
oDe--I learDed all that can be l€amed about torturilg a
nan with passion, then makiDg it up to him, then
gettiog him to open hj5 purse, then suddenly leaving
him, and above all how to weep laughing arld laugh
weepiflg-as I shall explain in its proper plac€. And I
sold my cherry rnatry more times than one of ahese
miserl) pne<6 se s bis fusl M.$s by puttiog Lrp a
poster in all th€ churches of lowo announcing that he's
going to chant it. I shau tell you only a sEall pan of
the swindles and Eicks (for in truth this is what tXcy
should be called) I have perpetmted on men. Thore I
tell are solely lhe stratagems of my owt devising; so if
you are a ready calculator, you catr roughly tote them



ANTONIA ff,. not ^ calculator, and I dotr't want
to be one either. I believe ill you as I do h the four
Ember weeks-,9s, evei three times a3 much, d I mlat
say so.

NANNA I had ore matr amorlg my lovers to
whom I *as under a ather healy obligatioq though a
vhore, who has no feelings for atr,'thing but cold cash,
krcws deither obligation nor disobligation. Her love ir
like a temite's: (he lroae it gets to gDaw at, the moft
the thing becomes dear to it. whetr he's gono--the h€[
witb himl A3 I say, I played the most bizarre ticks oo
thb man, and I did so even more the less he was ftec
with his money, though he stil gave me something. I
sl€pt with him on Fridays, and aJter he got there my
Same wff to scold him at dinner.

ANTONIA Why?
NINN.{ To gi}c hirD a be yache.
INIOTVZ mat crueltyl
,V,,(NN.,{ Have it your way. We[, alter gobbling

dow! a[ of the food, I would dawdle around until one
or two in the moming before heading for bed; then,
vrhen I did get into bed with him, I would give hin
somethi.og to chcw otr so ungaciously that he would
roll off me, cune the day he was baptized, and refue
to do a.nything. But 6!ally, compelled by his lust, hc
would sidle op to me, .nd I would lie therc like a 1og.
Thctr, shakir4 se furiously, with tears in his €yes, he
callcd Dc the nastidt trames; and when he wanled 1o
rnount mq I forced hil'l to hand over all the money hc
bad o! him beforc I would agee to it.

ANTONIA Yo]u *erc r monstef,, a shc-Nero.
lVlNlV,l As {or lh$c out-of-towners who camc to

stay itr Rodc for eigbt to ten days and then left, I
rcsorted io lheir cases to tbe 10we3t thieverv. I had a
couple of rufrans who got me free of charge once out
of evcry hundred tim$, and wholn I Dsed as plug-
ugli€s in th€ maorer I sball describe. Now these people
who came to Romc usually rvanted to visit not oDly thc
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sntiquities but abo the modemities, that is, the ladi6'
snd io act the rreat lord with them. I was always the
frst ladv visitedbv these baods, and ihe m?tn who slePt
lbe nishi with me invariably left behild his clolbes.

,4N-fONr,4 The devil you say-his clothes?
N,4NN,{ His clotbes,'as you 6ball hear. The naid

would come into my room i! the moming and take
awav the man\ clothes with ahe excuse of wanting to
cb; them. she would hide thed and then start yellng
1hat thev bad been stolen. At thii the valiant ou(-of-
bwner;ould IeaD out of bed in hi-s nightshirt. dema -

itrg bjs properry and dueatening to smash dII mv
tuinistrinl rb re"enee hinseU tor hb loss l would veU
louder th-ao be, scriaming: "Youll bust sy turnish-
inqs? You'll do me violence i.o my owll house? You call
lna a thi€fl" W}len they heard tlis, my plug-ugles'
who were hiddeD downslairs, would rush up wavhg
their dra*n swotds and shouting: "Wlat's the trouble,
mv lady?" They would ctutch bis by his shjn. and stil
beitrg ; his tri8htgo.n, he usualy looked like a Pilgrim
on tris way lo keep a voa/. He would immedialely beg
my pardoo and plead with me to send for a friend or
acquaiotaoce ol h's from whom he cou-ld borrow a pait

of ;an$, a surtout, cloak, doublet, and cap Theo he
worid go on his way, thinking that he had beln lucky
lot to have tasted the "keep-quielyou."

,{NfONll But how did your hean take it?
NANNA Very well. Because there is no ctuelty,

no treachery, and no thievery that can dismay a whor€.
Whetr the fame o[ my true cbaracter sPread about,
thesc meo from outsidc tow! stopped visitiDs my house
or, lf tbey did come, tust took ofi tieir valuable clothes
aDd gave them to a servant, who carried them to their
lodgiogs and retumed in the moming to dress them.
Despite all lhis, none of th€m was so cunDing as not to
leave behind his gloves, belt, or nighlcap, because a
whore turns everything to her advantage: from a treedle
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to a loolbpick. a fi_lben. a cherry, a &fr of fennel,
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grert lod who enters your house, p.asenting you witb a
lovely gift, there are twetrfy dead-beats who pay you
with pmmises; yet a thousand men who arc not grcat
lords will eventually filI your hands to overflowing. She
who disdains those who do not w€ar velvet b weak in
the head, because grand ducats hide uDder rcugb
clothes, and I kno{ quite well that the best fees are
paid by tavemteep€rs, cooks, chicken-picken, water-
cadels, middlem€n, and Jews. I would place al these
t,?es at the head of tbe lable, for they spetrd much
mor€ than they steal. Yes, hdeed, we've got to rcly od
so ething more substantial than flashy doublets.

ANTONIA Wh]l? What's the r€ason?
NANNA me rcasoD is tiat those silken clothes

ffe lined q'ith conodirg debts. The majodty of cour-
tiers are like snails; they carry their houses on their
backs and have nothhg else to their names. What little
cash they have goes for oil to slick do*rl tleir beards
and to wash their heads, or to buy a new pair of shoes,
though for the one new pair they flaunt they have a
thousand t}Iat are down on their upp€rs. And I laugh
when I see th€ miracles they bring to pass with their
finery, for all tlat apparel soon tums into threadbare

ANTONIA \ot're used to s€€ing these skinflht!
of today. In my time the men were made of altogethet
difierelt stufi, becaus€ the stinginess of the servants
com€s from the dishonesty of their rnasters. But let'a
8et back to yo r story.

,4NN.{ I knew one ma. who preened himselJ on
his practical know-how and said (knowing the sort of
woman I was): "I shall make her work for me without
paying her for it." He came to visit mei he chamed me
with the most pleasant flattery imaginabl€; he played
up to me, praised me, waited on me hand and foot. If
somethine slipp€d out of rny hands, he would pick it
up with his hat in his hand, kiss it, and give it back to
me with such a perfumed bow that I can barely

. ANTONIA yer wirh all tleir cumina aDd cmft-
lDess. lhey can *baJdy aroid endLng up selting caodleg
aoo olleo tlre Frencb por acts ds the aveDger of all
rtrose Drked men. Ab yes, it\ real) a 6oe sight ro see
otre ot ttrose whores wheD she.s no tooger abG to hide
oer age betund- pajtrt and makeup. puogeoL toiler
walers. c€ruse. 6ne gowns. and broad f;os, and mu{
stan pa$dng her necktaces. rings, silken gotlTs, atrd
diaddresses as wel as aI ber o!ie. rrJppings, and ha!
to enler ooe of rhe four mitror orders. just tike yourg
Doy9 wbo watrt to becom€ Drisrs

Nllr'N., Whar do vo; rrean?

-, 
ANlONIA. I meai rhat 6rsr drey ofier lodgings ro

tie_ Dob aod raDsform rheir Beshl) ornaEeDrs urc
Deds; Lheo. whetr they faij as laverd.eepers. lhey rum
to. tbe Episrle, trar is, rhey become procuresses; afLer
g,:.tbey 8o.ol lo r}|e cospet by rn_ldng up lhe washitrg
or rlDeoi ard la!fly rhe, altend rhe Mass ar San Roc€o
otr Piazza del Popolo, beggjog on lhe sreps of Sl.
Peter s. at lhe Pace church, St. John ol L-aleran s, and
IIle Lonsolation. br3lded wirh rhe mark $at Job
brands on the foreh€ads of his horses, not to mention
some gaih or slash made by lhose cusromers who tost
tner patience because of a betralal of lherrs_Dor do I
rorg€t a! those mo cys. parrots, and she-dwarJs rhal
were $rened from rheir batrds and over which ftey
rureo llKe ernDr€sse8.

,NANNA I Dever behaved like (uch qom€r.
whore widlour brains is rhe frrsr lo suffcr from
You've got to know ho* ro handie youfself io
world, and oor rry lo ser )ourseu h,ghe; t}la,, a queeo,
opeD$g your door onl) lo monsiSnors and noblemetr.
rnere |! no hrgher mouotain dlan rhe one rhaas built
up lirrle.by titrle and s€duloLst]. Those women are
crerms wno ray that an ox craps as much rs a rhousand
Iues; tnere are rcaoy more ftes ftatr oxen. Aod fo( one

il
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describe it One day lvhile he was chafting with me, h6
suddenly said:. 'Wh) catrr  t  g€r a far6r hom your
Iadrsrxp, my mistress, and lbeo die: I reptiedr ..1 an
ready to do it; just ask me.', ,.I beg yo ,,'he said, ,.to
come. and sleep wilb me ronighr,- and I waDr )ourradyship to tatre ovec a Urtle rood of mine, which I am

Aretino" DiaW6 729

last as long as tbe sun in wintea and tle raitr io
lummer. The truth is. it is imDossible for a woEan who
subEirs to everyoDe to fall in love edth aryore.

,r,VIONL{ I know this, too.
]V,4NN,4 Now this merchant slept with me when-

evg! he wanted to. So to give myseu a rcputation, a
name, and to really get him buming hot, I adroidy
went about making him j€alous, while he kept on
boasting that he wasn t at all

,{lV?ONl,4 And how did you go aboul it, Nanna?
NANNA I bought two pair of partridgps and a

phearant, and haviq trained my port€r, who was a
bortr crook, though nobody loew him, I got him to
trcck at my door at dianer time, the mercha beiDg
ihere to dine s,ith me, and thetr told the mard to open
the door. The porter entered with a "Good day to your
lad]ship," adding: "The Ambassador of Spain beSs you
to deip to eat this game for his sike; and when it $iI
be convenient for you, he should very much like to say
about twenty-ffve words to you." A$d I rebuked hid
and shouted: "mo cares about this ambassador o!
lon-ambassador? Tak€ it away. I don'f wart it, aod
don\ talk to me about atry ambassador. All I walt to
h€ar is about this man, $ho is doing mo more good
than I rnerit." Then I kissed the sidDletod and tumed
to the porter, threatening hio iI be didn'r get out at
once. "Take ihem, you fool," the merchaDt urged trte.
'You ough to take ever,'thitrg you can." Aft€r thb he
raid to t}le porter: "She will dine oo them for his sake";
aod then he guffawed a few tifies; but they wcren't
heardelt belly laughs, and aJtcrward be sat tlere brooal-
irg. civing him a shake, I said: "What are you
thinkiog about? Not evetr the Emperor himsclJ, much
less his ambassador, could whe€tlle a liss out of mc,
aDd atryway, I have more €stccm fol your boots tban
for a hundred ihousand duca$." He tharted mc
wholehea(edly for this a$d lef! to aftend to some
business of his. In the meantime I told my plug-uglie!

sure wiu pleas€ her." I promised him rhat I woutd do
so, but or y after supper, since a liiend was diDins with
ne. He qas very happy about thi\, for he felr riat he
could brag a{terward rbat he hado\ eveo paid fo ny
supRer. Wleo rhe lime came, t went and slepr witl
hjmabur aJterw"rd t remained awake. and aton! about
dawn he fell asleep ard staned ro snore. Then Ileft my
wom,an s.shift io erchange for his btouse. $hich I pui
on: I had already figured out a month before whict of
his gold jewelry I wanted most. Then my majd arrived
and I left Ltre Joom. and seeing in a comir a pile of all
or his hneo which he bad prepared for rhe laundress, I
set rt otr my maid's head and retutned home v/ith the
loot. And whetr be awoke, you can we[ imagine what

INTONZ He had ir comins to him.
NANNA He gor up and saiv my shifi stitched otr

all sides rnd at 6rst rhoughl tlar I had taken tus by
mkrale: bur when he coutdD't  6nd the pi te of dir i
linen. he had me charged bv the Save a c;un ard thei
sent him packing like a nirwir. And so I tauehed a:t
hin. who had wanred ro taugh ar me.

ANTONIA His hard tnck.
N,4Nlvl Listen to rhis. There was a cerram mer_

cbant in love e/irh me. a good fellos who didnl merely
love me but positively adored m€. Of cou$e he suoDorG
ed me: al1d I of course fondled and caressed him.
though I could hardly say rhar I was mad about him.
And if a-Eyone ever tetis you: ..Such-and_such a wbon
died for so-and-so.' you can relt him lhat ir's trot rue.
tvery once jn a while w€ trlay get a yen for a big prick
wanurg to taste ir njvo or tllfee rimes. bur tl,ese whims
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to come to my house at about ten o.clock tor {hat c
I:..," _1:,Iy,fly diDed. roserber. They scared uplewd. oasty felo;. put bi. i,ir., -J *it " .-u""rut
rD Drl [and. while the or}ers, all masked, turked bebid
lp_..-,9jy"!{ hin knock ar-the sreei aoor. conrg
up-stalrs..ne geeted me most Spadshly. sayiag: -tadyl
rDy master. the Ambassador. is comhg now !o do
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s&eets atTer t\e At,e Maia had toll€d. no. f,ot even
if yor ofiered him a kiqdom. Whatever p€ople were
talking about he was sure to blurt out: "I can tell you
that my girl knows how to handle these ambassadoN!"

llVTOdZ Wly did he say that?
N,{l{Nl Because I let him believe that I had left

nire of them in the lurch under the stairs in the midalle
ol JaIruary, makirg them stay there waiting for me till
dawn. "O! such-and-such a night," I swore to him,
"whea you w€re sleeping with me, so-and-so was down
in the celar playhg with hif,sell. Besides, on atroiher
 ght thele was arother man who wooed the well in the
courtyad." Naturaly he was ov€rjoyed. In order to be
surE that I wouldtr't have ary rearotr to become the
Ambossadress, he doubled hjs presents and told every-
body: "I'm in her debt, and ftafs the whole story."

.lNIoNI,4 A beautiful swidle.
iVlNlVl Here's an eveo b€tter one. I ofteo slept

with a ceatain baoner-shaker, a captain who, whenevea
a peGon would say to hifi: "Don't trust that woman,"
floold iEmediately get up on his high horse and reply:
'You're talking to me? I bad some fun wth them whetr
I s,ar in tbe guardroom in Siena, Getroa, and Piacenz4
but my money is not for whores. No, by God, not a
cent!" And as he was bragging in this way, f caught
sight of ted crown pieces in his purse. I could have
snitched them there aod then and replac€d them with
bib of coal, but I got tbem out in alotlrer way, as you
shell hcar. One day he was in Iny houe, completely
soured by th€ pounding of his passion-hamme., for I
had let him think that I hed fallen in love with another
man. ffien I saw the state he *as in, I walked up to
hih, put lny hands on his beard, and giving it two
geod€ tugs, whispered: "Who is your little angel?"
Saying this, I plumped down on his lap, clasped my
arms around his neck, and pushing his thighs apan
with nxy kne€, I rubbed it agatnst him so that he felt
cverything and got even more passionately excited.

r€vereoce to your hightress.' Aod I repled: ..Thc
Aobassador mlrst forgjve me, but I ajn obljged to rhjs
arnDassaoor,.whom you car see',: atrd as I said tbis, I
ryt py nand otr- my rnan s shoutder. The yourb wetrt
oul pung around for a white. rbeD knocked agair: &odwtren r rerused to oFo. we beard him cry: ..U you do
lot oped the door, my ld shalt have il smashed b rheg.olEd. 

4t thls I planted trrlse[ in froDt of rhe
$rildo"r, aDd shriekedj '.your lord can murder me, bum
T!: u9d,T-.. as. he wishes: but I jole a mar who,
y-,"yq rl,5 q*l"ki"+ess, bas made me what t ao,atro- | adr resdy, iI so ir musr b€. to die for hin... In iDasn Ery Pharisees were at the door, arjd t}toueh thevwere ooty Ave or sir, lhey sounded lke a rhousand.(rne ol lhem thundered h an imperial voice: ..you,ll
regrer rhrs, tou otd whoret And we.ll stauehrer that wet
bfo thatl scratchitrg your back, I sweai to Dids we
sball." "Do wbar you wish.'. I retoned, ,.but lhat is not
the act of a lord-to try a.od force himself on some_ooe. AB I war $tting rcady ro say soqlething more,
_Dry 3ap nr8ged ar my ptacket and whispered: ..Shhl
rron-t s6y anodar word Do you wa.ot to git me hacked
ro prcces by tbese Spadards?,. He puled me inside atrd
snowcd mc rlore g.adruate for $e esreem which I hadpretelded to show him thalr prisolers beins freed from
Jau sbow thc guards who release rhem for 

-rhe 
mid-Au_

Sust festival. The vcry Dext momirg he had a magnifi_
cetrr orange satb gown dade for me. Ajd h€ was so
Fr€nteD€d of rhe Spaniards atrd so worried over
wbether tbe Ambassedor was plrrning ro have a bmnd
put orl hB fac€, you couldn t bave caugbt brm orr( on
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Th€o I kissed him all ov€r tbe face-utrdl he b€cafle 3o

"tou".a tl"t U" to-.d' 'So be it:'Theo he feU silenl

t",in;i..; so long a sigh that I wa' brushed bv its

itr..ri. *a f huggeld and caressed him so adePdy that

he felr quite chee-rful again. And a' I was salug l0

t-i-, lf .i"ft we couid ileep logether toniSht 
" some-_bJv 

wbo had beeB primed to do it 6pped on oy

ii"i. -it"."a n^"'i"a to lhe windoq. aod retumed'

evins: "Mv lad!, it\ the anisao "leu hrm lo come

i"1:'i "*i.'"al lvt." he appeared he asked me for

n'" -."--", *fti"t' I srill owea hlm lor a bed cunai!'

Ja i""ia.", tt. S"gg"a ̂ e to be-quick about il since he

i-.i i"* ii a.. l*tou tle maia: 'Here use trtjs kev:

[i" ,rt. coi* tt . rt'. "tesl aod dve him ten crowns '

ifr" w.nt on Lo open it, teavitrg me to smooth lbe tigeis

,rir-. "rt" 
-,r,r1l,rgtti. 

being a man ot -the world' that be

;;;;;"; io au pis';rte svindles l srarred be-

*it"ni"! ut-io faci I already had him utlerl' etr-

cl;ted"-fi $i "ni"* 'n", burrying m€ .rnd I had

&lreadv velled a oumber ol limes to my mard: --uel a

rnou.'o6. nit*;,,' wheo I heard her mutterug ano-rti-tLiog. 
ie", "p -a sentro see.what qas troubling

ff;*d-iJ"? hei bustling about tie chesr' which she

."r,to":i "o." u***,;usias the anisa;r who came lor

ii" -i"."'.* " t"1", io the ke) wastr l made for tlal

i"itl'i -"""a"a-*'"i itre naa iamagea the lo(k atrd
;-;; "x over her wirh more shouts than blo*'s'

fi-*i rrs"d h.. t. bt..k it open but a harmer could

,i"lii. i.i"a. i"'** t turnia io mv slv lerow and
said: "Please, sir, if you happeo to have.ten cto$ns on

i"". "i". 
-G.il,; 

tfu. Laie; t shax unlock this chest

ir "*itft ;t---*ittt*."y. vou ll get vour money back '." 
)iTb:it e i ooi.i vou sPoke Io hirn quite

r.*"Ii*r'.. ii""t. ,o matters bt imporrance Ha ha

o"fr"t, 
". immediarely pulled out his pune ald

rtt..* tti. tt'. cro$r Preces. (aliDg: 'T3ke thes"
masler. ald Codsp€cd.' I was krcking $e chest ano
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trvine to shafier it. but he said lo me: "Send lor a
to"t<t.itn *A qel hidr to opeo it. We.re ool i! I
hurrv. (Nos hi Lrsed rhe informal mode of address
He fett that. since he had Ioatred me some money, I
was orc of his men. )

INTONA The snot-nose!
NINN.{ When I quit my kicking, I threw rnvself

into bed with him, but my Plan was not to go to the
end aDd cive him a full pecl al me ln lacl as sooo as
he clurchid me in his arms *e heard a noisv knocking
at the door. And that's all I was waiting for to leave
him i! the luch. I jump€d up, though he kept tuggfg
at me. pleading wilh me not lo go and see who was
kno(khg al my door. Alter rushrg to the window
blind. I saw a Linle moosigtrot, a hat on his head aod
a[ wapped up in a cape. sirling a'lride a mule He
olled mi do\atr and ofieted to let me sil behind him on
the mule's hauDch€s. I accepted, snalching lhe cape
from mv manservant r back, fo. itr aI olher wals I waj
dressed'li-ke a bov (l at'no<t alwavs dressed like lhat).
aDd went ofi ttiitt tt;-. So my bilker aDd beater of
whor€s, not iust men, in reveDge slashed my porttart
which huns in the room and walked out of my house
like a gamibr who, after being marked do*n as a bad
loss. skul(s out of tbe casino. Oh, I forgot to teu you
one thioq. He was iust about lo smash the chesl lo get
back his monev, but mv mJid narted screamirg at the
window: "Thiives: Thieves: rnJ he lelt wilh his
Dlume bedrsqqled, not oDl) because of all lhe people
*t'" ""-".uin-" lur alsobecause of the chest. which
he oDeoed. onlv lo nnd it full of ojntmeots and
pomaites ior any acridenc. thal mighr occul when I
iell vou mv adventures I feal lrke a woman who has
sinoid ani wants to make a full confession and t€[
.vervthins \he ever did: yel jurt a' 'he falls at I'be
friar:s feel she can only rememb€r half ol it

lNTONl,1 Tell me the stories you car lememb€r'
for by them I can m€asure what you ve forSotteo.
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