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T H E  O T H E  R  V O I C E

I N  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  E U R O P E .

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  S E R I E S

Morgoret  L.  Ki , !  and Alb{ t  Rdbl  l r

T H E  O L D  V O I C E  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  V O I C E

In 
wA' .m furcpe and ,he Un, ,ed S,a,e.  women a,e nea|ns erJal , r ,  In

I  the profe*  on,  In  hu '  ne. .  and , .  po ,nL '  Vo<r enlo1 a. .e*  Lo cdru
tion, r€productiv€ rishts, and autonomy in linancial affans ksucs vital to

th€ public ascnda cqual pay, chrld care, dome!(ic abuse,
breast canc€r research, and curr.ular revsron with an eye to the in€lusion

These recent achievements havc thcir orisins in thinss womcn (and

somc malc supportcr) said for thc ll6t lrnrc about srx hundrcd years ago
Thcis is  thc "othcrvoicc,  in  contradis t inct io .  to  thc" l iBtvorce,"  thcvoicc
of thc educatcd mcn who crcatcd Vest€rf, culture Corncrdent wrlh a gen-

€ral reshapins of Europcan culture in thc penod 1lo0-1700 (callcd thc Rr-
naissance or €arly mode.n pc.iod), qlert'ons o{ Icmalc cqualrty and oppor
tuni ty  were ra,sed tha!  n i l l resound and arc s t r l lunrcsotveo

The "other voic. emosed a8a1n( the backdrcp o{ a threc.thousand.
yca. hutory of the d€rosation ot wonlcn rooicd ,n th( c,v'lizarions.clat(d
to Vesrern culture Hcbrcw, Crcck, Roman, and Chrrstran Nesative a(ti.
tudes toward women rflh€rited holn these traditions pervaded the intellec
tual, medical, legal, rel'gious, and socialsystens rhat develop€d dunn8 rh€
European Middle Ages

The foliowine pases d€scib€ the traditional, ovctuhclminsly mal.
vi.ws ofwomeni nature inherited by early modcrn Europcans, and thc ncw
tradition that the other voice" called into beins to challenS€ .eignin{t as
sumptions. This review should serve as a framework for undcrstandins thc
texts published in th€ serirs "The Other Voice in E:rly Modern Europe '

lntroductions spccific ro cach tcxt and author follow this cssay,n all rhc
volum€s ot the series
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