Pl

7/ 4—“-3
3

THE OTHER VOICE
IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE:
INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES
Margaret L. King and Albert Rabil Ir.

THE OLD VOICE AND THE OTHER VOICE

In western Europe and the United States women are nearing equality in
the professions, in business, and in politics. Most enjoy access to educa-
tion, reproductive rights, and autonomy in financial affairs. Issues vital to
women arc on the public agenda: cqual pay, child care, domestic abuse,
breast cancer research, and curricular revision with an eye to the inclusion
of women.

These recent achievements have their origins in things women (and
some male supporters) said for the first time about six hundred years ago.
Theirs is the “other voice,” in contradistinction to the “first voice,” the voice
of the educated men who created Western culture. Cotncident with a gen-
eral reshaping of European culture in the period 1300-1700 (called the Re-
naissance or early modern period), questions of female equality and oppor-
tunity were raised that still resound and are still unresolved.

The “other voice”" emerged against the backdrop of a three-thousand-
year history of the derogation of women rooted in the civilizations related
to Western culture: Hebrew, Greek, Roman, and Christian. Negative atti-
tudes toward women inherited from these traditions pervaded the intellec-
tual, medical, legal, religious, and social systems that developed during the
European Middle Ages.

The foliowing pages describe the traditional, overwhelmingly male
views of womens nature inherited by early modern Europeans, and the new
tradition that the “other voice” called into being to challenge reigning as-
sumptions. This review should serve as a framework for understanding the
texts published in the series “The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe”
Introductions specific te cach text and author follow this cssay in all the
volumes of the series.
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