HIST 125: The Renaissance
Fall 2006

Review Sheet: First term examination (10/23/06)

Your first term exam will test your understanding of some of the basic attributes and characteristics of the transition between the medieval and “Renaissance” mindsets.  You will answer two essay questions from among three possible ones.  The three questions on the test will be taken from the review questions below.

Each of the two essays you write must do the following:

1. Answer all aspects of the question.  Do note that each question has more than one part.  

2. Not only summarize “facts” but also discuss the significance of those particular facts.  In other words, you MUST answer the “so what?”

Possible questions are:

1. What was the Renaissance?  Briefly discuss the different possible definitions of the term and explain the implications of each.

2. What was Scholasticism?  When did it develop?  What characterized it?  What were its major goals?  What does the scholastic system tell us about the medieval worldview?  

3. Discuss the role of the Black Death in the advent of the Renaissance.  First off, what/when was it?  How did it change/influence European society, economy, and/or politics?

4. What was the podestaral commune?  When did it develop?  What differentiated it from prior inceptions of the commune?  Why did it fail?
5. What was the popular commune?  When did it develop?  What differentiated it from prior inceptions of the commune?  Why did it fail?
6. Compare the three likely Renaissance social structures (e.g., Florentine, Venetian, and Milanese).  How were they different?  How were they similar?  How was the social hierarchy tied to each city’s political structure?

7. Discuss the dowry system.  What was the dowry?  How did it function?  What was its purpose?  What were some of its consequences (both positive and negative)?  What does the dowry system tell us about the Italian Renaissance worldview?
