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'Their own medicine'

(Updated Monday, May 24, 2004, 5:43 AM)
August 1978. Abadan, Iran. Cinema Rex. Six hundred people are inside, watching a movie. The doors are locked from the outside and the theater is set ablaze, barbecuing all of those inside. The mullahs pointed the finger at the Shah. A few months later, when the Shah abdicated the throne and left Iran to avoid shedding the blood of his fellow countrymen, it became clear that it was the mullahs themselves who had committed this unimaginable cruelty in order to accelerate the downfall of the Shah toward establishing their Islamic Republic. This suspicion was confirmed when the mullahs started murdering thousands more innocent people shortly after seizing power. 

Now, imagine that the mullahs responsible for this heinous act have been captured in a war and are in prison. The Geneva Convention would tell us to be "nice" to them, just like the Shah was "nice" to a street agitator named Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in the early 1960s by merely exiling (rather than imprisoning or killing) him. As a result of the Shah's mistake, Mr. Khomeini toppled him, leaving 66 million people to live today in misery in a totalitarian regime.
If Abu Ghraib prisoners are cut of the same cloth as the fundamentalist Muslims who murdered 600 innocent people that fateful August (and massacred 3,000 more 23 years later on Sept. 11), I would have no problem giving them a taste of their own medicine. With Iranian-manufactured mullahs such as Muqtada al-Sadr agitating Shiite Iraqis toward an uprising (just like Ayatollah Khomeini did 40 years before him), the Iraqi version of Cinema Rex could be in the planning stages. 
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