



CSU won't learn
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The chancellor of the California State University system recently issued a directive to all 23 campus presidents, telling each that, from now on, all international travel must be personally approved by them. Is each campus president going to make such decisions objectively or subjectively? 

If objectively (i.e., based on explicit criteria and pre-defined rules), then why would it be up to the campus president to make this decision at all? Why not let each school within the university make that decision internally? Surely school deans are intelligent enough to enforce such policies within the budgetary constraints imposed on them. What's next, campus presidents approving office supplies? 

If subjectively, then is it really a university president's job to decide each request on a case-by-case basis? Would this not open the door to personal biases, prejudices, likes and dislikes each president may have toward personnel? Imagine the Pandora's Box of resentments -- if not grievances -- that this subjective way of micromanaging routine decisions would open. 

Just as you think the recent string of expensive litigations have taught CSU administrators to be more open, fair and sensitive, they convince you that they have not learned anything from their past mistakes. How pathetic! 
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