Holding us back

(Updated Thursday, May 11, 2006, 6:51 AM)

The most common-sensical idea can become controversial after sufficient spin is put on it. One such idea is that, before or after you immigrate, you need to learn the language of the new country in order to be able to function and survive.

You cannot expect your new host country to expand its official language repertoire in daily business transactions to include every immigrant group's mother tongue. That would be cause for chaos and disintegration, as we were warned early on in the Tower of Babel story.

And the irony of it all is that, as this linguistic relativism is holding our country back, the rest of the world is adopting English as its official business language. Some European companies have English as their official internal and external language, although their top brass do not speak it as their mother tongue.

This is true even in educational settings: The official language of Erasmus University in Rotterdam is Dutch, but the official language of instruction, correspondence and administration in its graduate business school, the Rotterdam School of Management, is English. And this in the most liberal country in the world. Go figure.
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