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What does "God bless America" really mean? Does it mean "God bless only America and, by implication, not Mexico, Canada, Australia and everywhere else in the world," as David C. Meyer seems to think (letter Sept. 9)? Does saying "God bless America" take away the freedom from other people to pray for the blessing of their own country? Is God's blessing a fixed, limited commodity, such that if Americans consume most of it, little would be then left for other countries? 

Meaningful prayer is necessarily local and situational. For instance, as a parent, you pray for your child to pass a difficult school exam. You don't pray for all students of all times and all places to pass all exams at all grade levels. You praying for your child does not prevent other parents from praying for theirs. 

Finally, Mr. Meyer associates "God bless America" with the Christian "group of folks." Christians have no monopoly on "God bless America." Anyone – a Jew, a Muslim or a Hindu – who has benefitted from the immense cultural/political freedoms and economic opportunities in this country may also feel like asking for God's continued blessing of our great nation. 

God bless America. 
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