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Iranian perspective 

Posted at 12:56 AM on Saturday, Mar. 13, 2010

Fred Mathes [letter March 7] criticized Victor Davis Hanson for not telling the truth about America’s past wrongdoings in the Middle East, especially Iran. As a native of Iran, and familiar with its recent history, let me share a little perspective.

Go back to the 1950s and the political realities of the time. If you were not a resource-rich or geo-politically important country, nobody would care. But if you were resource-rich or geo-politically vital, you had basically two options: align yourself with the industrialized Western bloc or with communism. The Soviet Union would simply not allow a third option.

So the Shah chose to align himself with the West, which catapulted Iran into one of the two most developed countries in the Middle East (Israel being the other one), despite numerous imperfections. In contrast, Nehru showed favoritism toward the Soviets after India became independent — an economic mistake Indians had to correct two decades later.

Mr. Mathes refers to the Shah as “brutal.” The Shah left Iran because “I cannot open fire on my own people.” Had he been more brutal, this vile, incurable disease called the Islamic Republic of Iran would not have come into being.
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