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SASAN RAHMATIAN

We must reach
out to embrace
beauty in all faiths

front-page story in The

Bee Jan. 22 reported that

the so-called Mayor’s

Prayer Breakfast has an exclu-
sively Christian orientation.

A letter sent to all its partici-
pants explicitly indicates Chris-
tianity as the only solution to
our city’s problems. G.L. John-
son’s justification for cutting out
other faiths is: “ . . . if you get so
broad, you can get so shallow it’ll
be meaningless.” Rev. Johnson is
pastor of the People’s Church.

The word “religion” literally
means to bind. Religion is what
binds us fogether as humans. At
the heart of all religions is one

" ‘and the same moral principle,

the golden rule: If you wouldn’t

" want it to happen to you, don't

make it happen to others; if you
would, then do.

The consistent application of
this deceptively simple rule
makes us come out of our little
cocoons and look at other people
as our other selves.

We are all humans

Religion is more than words,
symbols and rituals. Religions
did not come to divide: “I am a
this, you are a that.” Regardless
of our formal religious affilia-
tions (which, most of the time,
we do not consciously choose but
into which we happen to be
born), we are all humans bound
together by the same experiences
of pleasure, pain, love, hate, frus-
tration and satisfaction.

We all respond to a beautiful
piece of music and enjoy a decent
meal. It is the present and the
future, the you and the me, that
define religion and not what may
or may not have happened in
some distant past.

There is more unity among re-
ligions than there is within reli-
gions. Look at the behavior and
code of conduct of a good Bud-
dhist, a good Christian, a good
Jew and a good Muslim. You will
find them in much closer agree-
ment than if you looked at a
good Christian and a bad Chris-
tian, or a good Hindu and a bad
Hindu. We are first and foremost
humans, and then a good this or
a bad that.

I often think of God as an ac-
ronym for “Goodness Of Deeds.”
It is through the goodness of our
deeds that we find our larger
selves. Tt is through the service
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‘I urge you to do the
exact opposite of what
the fundamentalist
Christian prayer.
breakfast organizers
advocate. I urge you
to temporarily leave
the comfort of your
personal faith and
embark on a
horizon-broadening
adventure.’

Christian?” So much for plural-
ism. The great danger is that we
become so entrenched in our
own religious traditions that we
start replacing perfectly good, ev-
eryday words with faith-specific
substitutes, even when in public.

For instance, I have heard
some use the phrase, “Christian
way of doing business,” to refer
to honest and forthright ways of
doing business. Have the words
“upright” and “virtucus” become
too secular to use? According to
this logic, the next person should

refer to the “Jewish way of doing -
business” if he was Jewish, an- ~

other to the “Islamic way of do-
ing business” if he was Muslim.
This is not how you build a com-
munity; it is how you build the
Tower of Babel.

Do the opposite

I urge you to do the exact op-
posite of what the fundamental-
ist Christian prayer breakfast or-
ganizers advocate. I urge you to
tomnorarily leave the comfort of

iAqresu doos se1q
13 S8 Y3 oY) Jo S0UL[IS SYY UI
SuAB[a] yojeM Aoty S8 ‘euulp 19
O UOIBZI[BX 9Y] [[I\\ 'SPUSTHOUE
Fe ydnoagy eAr] mou M L8y,

Suawiow Bugzuoby
[SISIS puE sIeyloIq
J ‘sieyjow ‘sidjydnep pue
0 U0 ¥oBq SJ WIN} MOU I PIOd
xunod st} up paydecos oq pue
10D 0} PIBY] 0S PANI0M JABY M
P JO 9e)s B Ul 219M SIS0 ‘Funyy
1 0y ssepromod jjoj Apduns Auepy
501 9I[] 9ABY 9 UPIP 10 PAUNIO}
oM OUM ‘Suif} Ul YIBaJ 3, Up[nNod
3 ypm peoBy IS 818 oM pud
JNg "SUOISUAIXS PUB SUOISSRIUOD
[GLIOJOIA SUHOS 2194 3I8Y) ‘Saf
‘18yjedo) urBwol 0} ‘S3010]
MI9A0 PUB SPPO SNOPUSIAI)
urede ‘Buoj os 10j pojESnags sary
{[TUTE] JO SPUBSNOY JO sedoy apy
) 9y} PIso[d 08 ‘9SO[d B 0} |SWEd
¢ se ‘ySupru §y UONEU JINo
3d queaStmuit jo LA1ojsry ay3
M MO} SB[ 983} passoujim
M gy pouappes Ajdesp i

RISTUIW]

SOLNVS NVLS

t Event

Romance Of




The Fresno                                                                             February 7,

 Bee                                                                                          1998

[image: image2.jpg]in my opinion.
Brown and Jan
jod fight often

8 a small factor
young women.
g8 likely to be-
ol, less likely to
and female ath-
women who are

ighter receives
iniversities will-
due to her ath-
he shoulders of
is others.

of her and her
the next genera-
hat there is a
)all Association

League, but for

m will see to it
| their sons and
stores take the
1e boys section,
stop a daughter
¢ “it’s not lady-

leration will en-
ach, abolish the
insist that local
ides high school
can be anything

ino limits.

arry Trudeau

hianmity as the only solution to
our eity’s problems. G.L. John-
son’s justification for cutting out
other faiths is: “ . . . if you get so
broad, you can get so shallow it’ll
be meaningless.” Rev. Johnson is
pastor of the People’s Church.
The word “religion” literally
means to bind. Religion is what
binds us together as humans: At
the heart of all religions is one

- and the same moral principle,

the golden rule: If you wouldn’t

~ want it to happen to you, don’t

make it happen to others; if you
would, then do.

The consistent application of
this deceptively simple rule
makes us come out of our little
cocoons and look at other people
as our other selves.

We are all humans

Religion is more than words,
symbols and rituals. Religions
did not come to divide: “I am a
this, you are a that.” Regardless
of our formal religious affilia-
tions (which, most of the time,
we do not consciously choose but
into which we happen to be
born), we are all humans bound
together by the same experiences
of pleasure, pain, love, hate, frus-
tration and satisfaction.

We all respond to a beautiful
piece of music and enjoy a decent
meal. It is the present and the
future, the you and the me, that
define religion and not what may
or may not have happened in
some distant past.

There is more unity among re-
ligions than there is within reli-
gions. Look at the behavior and
code of conduct of a good Bud-
dhist, a good Christian, a good
Jew and a good Muslim. You will
find them in much closer agree-
ment than if you looked at a
good Christian and a bad Chris-
tian, or a good Hindu and a bad
Hindu. We are first and foremost
humans, and then a good this or
a bad that.

I often think of God as an ac-
ronym for “Goodness Of Deeds.”
It is through the goodness of our
deeds that we find our larger
selves. It is through the service
to our fellow humans that we
become fully human ourselves.
Every religion is a path to the
same goal. Which path you take
does not matter as long as you
take a path. No path offers the
only solution. God save us from
those who have found the defini-
tive solution to our community’s
complex web of problems.

Blind to each other

“If you get so broad, you can
get so shallow it'll be meaning-
less.” The flip side of this is: If
you get 8o narrow, you can get so
deep you will drown. You build
your wall, I build my wall, and
then we all wonder why we can-
not see one another.

Case in point: A prominent
community leader recently asked
me the following rhetorical ques-
tion: “How could a person possi-
bly believe in God unless he was
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! urge you to do the
exact opposite of what
the fundamentalist
Christian prayer.
breakfast organizers
advocate. I urge you
to temporarily leave
the comfort of your
personal faith and
embark on a
horizon-broadening
adventure.’

Christian?” So much for plural-
ism. The great danger is that we
become so entrenched in our
own religious traditions that we
start replacing perfectly good, ev-
eryday words with faith-specific
substitutes, even when in public.

For instance, 1 have heard
some use the phrase, “Christian
way of doing business,” to refer
to honest and forthright ways of
doing business. Have the words
“upright” and “virtuous” become
too secular to use? According to
this logic, the next person should

refer to the “Jewish way of doing - -

business” if he was Jewish, an-
other to the “Islamic way of do-
ing business” if he was Muslim.
This is not how you build a com-
munity; it is how you build the
Tower of Babel.

Do the opposite

I urge you to do the exact op-

posite of what the fundamental-
ist Christian prayer breakfast or-
ganizers advocate. I urge you to
temporarily leave the comfort of
your personal faith and embark
on a horizon-broadening adven-
ture.
Read books about other reli-
gions. Read their holy scriptures.
Visit their places of worship.
Compare their viewpoints with
your own faith’s, not in terms of
rituals and terminology, but in
terms of practical conseguences,
Only then can you possibly begin
to respect them. Respect born of
ignorance is condescending pa-
tronization.

The Persian poet Sa'di wrote
centuries ago: “Human beings
are limbs of one body; they were
created of one and the same es-
sence. If you are indifferent to
the suffering of others, you are
not worthy of the name human
being.”

Is this so shallow it is mean-
ingless?
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