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DISTRICT 5230 GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE TEAM LEADER
WRITES ABOUT HIS RECENT ROTARY EXPERIENCE IN INDIA

The Fresno Bee -

Rotary Club’s good works stretch around the world

recently returned from a
month-long trip to India.
One of the educational pro-
grams of Rota-
ry Internation-
al is Group
Study Ex-
change (GSE).
In this pro-
gram, a Rotari-
gn is selected

y a Rotary
district to lead
a group of
about five non-
Rotarian pro-
fessionals in a
Jjourney of cul-
tural and voca-
tional under-
standing to
another district in another coun-
try.

As a member of the Fig Gar-
den Rotary Club, I was honored
to be chosen by our District 5230
as the team leader this year.
From among those who applied
as team members, five outstand-
ing and committed individuals
were selected: a librarian, youth
counselor, high school agricul-
ture teacher, college arts instruc-
tor and Lutheran pastor.

RAHMATIAN
is a professor at
California State
University,
Fresno,
E————

The six of us spent five
months preparing for this trip
which, this year, happened to be
to India, a country I had
dreamed of visiting for the past
30 years.

The highlight of the trip for
me was visiting Rotary projects.
Rotary is ubiquitous in India.
Next to the government (one
may argue more than the gov-
ernment), it is the most potent
social force in India. We visited
countless medical clinics, hospi-
tals and rehabilitation centers
that were initiated and funded
by Rotary. On Jan. 17, the see-
ond day into our trip, 125 mil-
lion children in India were im-
munized through Rotary against
polio on a single day.

The team spent that entire day
visiting immunization sites in
the slums of Madras Beyond
Madras, we saw the Rotary
wheel everywhere in India.
When we drove through a re-
mote village in southern India
and saw Rotary’s four-way test
(Is it the truth? Is it fair to all
concerned? Will it build will
and better friendships? Will it be
beneficial to all concerned?)
posted on a wall, it brought tears
fo my eyes. Behind each wheel

and each poster was a Rotary
club serving that community.

A Rotary education

The Rotary project that
touched me most was a kinder-
garten through 12th grade
school funded, built and adopted
by the Rotary Club of Ambatitur.
The students in this school are
the children of street beggars
and panhandlers; the lowest of
the low. Although this facility is
modest by western standards,
the curriculum is rigorous and
up-to-date. Motivational state-
ments are posted in every class-
room: knowledge is power; time
is gold; the more you learn, the
more you accomplish; and to
;th(i)eve your dreams, learn your

8.

How does this club raise funds
for this school? By having Rotar-
ians from all over the world send
them cancelled stamps that they
then sell to stamp é:aler& It is
noteworthy that one of the alum-
ni of this school is now a com-
puter programmer in Miami,
Fla.,, who sends money back
home to this school whenever he
ean. 4
Another moving event was the
dedication of a surgical micro-

scope used for eye surgeries in a
poor neighborhood in Madras.
This was%xelped by a donation of
$10,000 from our district.

So what did I learn from this
trip? I learned that when we
serve others, we find that we are
all deeply connected as human
beings despite superficial differ-
ences, and that the dividends for
helping others boomerang back
to us in the form of an enlarged
concept of self.

I learned that treating others
as we like to be treated (also
known as the Golden Rule, Mat~
thew 7:12, Luke 6:31) is the very
essence of morality.

I learned that, while America
is the land of opportunity, Rota-
ry has now turned the world into
a globe of opportunity. Think
about it: My son is learning the
same mathematics at Clovis
West that the children of beggars
are learning in a slum in India.
- If religion is not the active love
and concern for the well being of
one’s neighbor, and if Rotary is
not — in essence — a world reli-
gion (a religion without any of
the symbolism, rhetoric and ritu-
als that have traditionally tended
to divide rather than unify), 1
don’t know what is.





