[image: image1.jpg]1ticize unjess they have
mile in the shoes of an

SO,
hank you" to Dr.
id the rest of the

willing to help out this

 ridiculed and
rned population.

Michelle Watkins
Fresno Community
Support Group Leader

- editorial, “Time to

," Jan. 5: It only seems

akistani president is

the terrorists after the
s built up upon him by
 military and diplomat-

These terrorists have
n Pakistani soil,

rrorist activities in the

tes of Kashmir and

“ the last two decades,
tan giving them moral

matic support. They
I many innocent

d caused ethnic

of minorities in

s between the two
have not been of any

ntrol these terrorists,

f Indian Prime
ajpayee to Lahore in
1 1999, and then the
istani President

to Agra, India, in
10t put enough

n Pakistan to shut

e terrorists.

interest to keep

cus on the anti-terror-

\fghanistan is

but at the same time

st activities and
Tests must not be

hat war must be
tween these two
ned neighbors, but
e must be increased
stani government to

t down these terrorist

nat country. This

in be diplomatic,

y the United States,
e military buildup
re by India.
rresting these

r breaking military
> ties with them is
. Any killing of
2ople must be

| and stopped

y.

Art Goertzen
Ahwahnee

People to machines

As a former Muslim, reading
Nighat Jamil’s pasteurized
version of Islam (Valley Voices,
Jan. 5) reminded me of some of
the reasons | came to renounce
the practical version of that
religion,

She writes, “From his divinely
given knowledge, the holy
prophet prescribed a moral code
and determined the rules of
social, cultural, economic,
judicial and political interac-
tions, including matters or war
and international affairs.”

In practice, Islam considers
human beings as machines
whose every behavior should be
programmed by rules spelled
out in the operating manual —
the Koran. But then she goes on
to write that Islam does not
believe in “the need for an
intermediary between man and
God.” In practice, those same
rules have become the barrier
between man and God.

From being raised in Iran way
before the Islamic Revolution of
1979, I remember that eating in
public during Ramadan was
frowned upoen, because it was
interpreted as “pretense at fast
breaking” (the exact translation
of the phrase used). Or,onan -
anniversary of the death of some
Islamic martyr (and there was
no shortage of them), if you
carried a case containing a
musical instrument in public,
you would be reprimanded for
being rude. This attitude has
prevented music, as well as
other forms of self-expression,
from flourishing in Islam-domi-
nated countries, Machines don’t
have a need for self-expression,
do they?

Many Muslims have emigrat-
ed to this land of freedom to
escape the tyranny of Islam’s
repressive rules. How ironic for
Ms. Jamil to take advantage of
freedom of expression to defend
tyranny-in-disguise.
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‘Broader perspective’
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