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Let's test lawmakers 

Published online on Friday, Nov. 20, 2009

Before you are allowed to drive, you are required to pass a written test to demonstrate your familiarity with the regulations pertaining to driving. Likewise, lawmakers voting on the health care reform bill should be required to pass a written test to demonstrate their familiarity with the contents of the 1,990-page document on which they are voting. If they pass, they would be allowed to vote; otherwise, not.

This is just common sense, and it is deeply disappointing that such a procedure is not already in place.

I would take it one step further: Before voting is even considered, the authors of the bill should take such a test to demonstrate their own familiarity with the document. The health care bill was not designed. It evolved over time, with various people adding something to it in a quilt-like fashion. It is doubtful that even the authors themselves know what is in this document — one that could affect millions of lives for years to come.

Let’s take it one notch higher: Let the lawmakers be the first ones to use the new system they are proposing. If they like it, we will follow suit!

Sasan Rahmatian 

