



Where's the faculty?
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Andy Hart's letter (Nov. 18) noted the shortcomings of the piece written by Bud Richter and Richard Johanson [Nov. 13] in defense of Fresno State President John Welty. 

Why does it take a professor emeritus to write such a timely and insightful letter about the internal issues at this university and the role played by the university's president in creating them? Where is the outcry from current faculty? John Welty is the subject of widespread coverage in Fresno's media these days: from The Bee's coverage of recent litigation to Ray Appleton's special program. And yet, we hear very little from current Fresno State faculty, many of whom are disgruntled with Dr. Welty's performance. Why is that? 

This is not because they don't know how to write (they publish in high-level journals), or they fear reprisal (many of them are tenured). It is because they do not care. How disappointing that faculty members are not more involved in their own academic community and its governance. If faculty members do not express their public dissatisfaction about issues deeply affecting the university and its future, they will be perceived as a passive, apathetic campus vulnerable to attract similarly irresponsible leaders who can get away with anything. 
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