Plautdietsch (Manitoba) Tape: DAT A7 “Linguistics 421 W95 Languages #4”

Plautdietsch is a dialect of Low German spoken by Mennonites in the former
Soviet Union, parts of Canada and the U.S., Mexico, Brazil, and Paraguay. In
Canada, there are about 100,000 Mennonites for whom Plautdietsch is a first
language.

The origins of Plautdietsch are in the migrations of the Mennonites in
the 16th century. Speaking a Low Saxon Plattdeutsch, they migrated from
northern Holland and northwest Germany to West Prussia where they
adopted Eastern Low German as their vernacular and High German for the
liturgy. From West Prussia they moved to the Ukraine and then to North
and South America where they settled in relatively isolated communities.

There are many dialects of Plautdietsch spoken in Canada resulting
from migrations from different colonies in the Ukraine, and from migrations
at different periods of time. The speaker in this recording is a 48 year-old
male whose descendants migrated from the Chortiza colony in the Ukraine to
Manitoba in the 1870's.

Consonants FExhibited:

Stops: P t k

b f 1 g
Fricatives:  f § i ¢ X h

v z 3
Nasals: m n n n
Liquids: ri

1}

Glides: ] W

Voiceless consonants are aspirated when they occur alone in the onset of a
stressed syllable. Word finally, they are released. When near high front
vowels, /¢/ is produced slightly further forward (transcribed with the diacritic
[ For the most part, it seems, the palatal consonants are allophones of velar
consonants that occur in an environment conducive to fronting (ex. near a
front vowel) except for [p] as it, along with [n), are allophones of [n]. /1/

manifests two allophones, [1] and [}]. Word internally, /r/ has a tendency to
become [1].

Vowels Exhibited: Diphthongs:
1 u w2 uy
I U
e 2 0 ew  ow 0D
£ ) £ oj ow
&® a ®] aj

Vowels in stressed position are inherently longer.
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I._Word List
1. [p'epal
2. [jop"utst]
5 pet

4. [oripal
5. (op]

6. [trey)

7. [bat"oH]
8. [fted)

9. [muta]
10, [lajt}

11. [k">z]
12. [fak">dat]
13.  [bako]
14. [ovabak]
15. [c"ast]
16, [¢™ant]
17. frrc<al
18. [veac]
19. Ivalcal]
20, [bodo]
21 [oba]
22, [hab]
23, [drozet]
24, [lada]
25. [zed]
26. [gowt]
27. [ragomeld|
28, [flag]
29, [miy]

30, [brij]
3L [fed]

32, [Kofo)
33. [bliv]

34, [fowst]
35. [bojsig]

36. f{os]
37, [Jvin}
38. [vow]]
39, [draf]
40.  [joligt]
41. [derg]
42, [doxta]
43, krax]
44, fhoz]
45. [Vtéqheg]
46, |vinta)
47 |éval

‘pepper’
‘cleaned’
‘play')
‘catch’
‘ape’
‘back’
‘paid’
“still’
‘mother’
‘song’
‘goat’
‘ragged’
‘to bake’
‘bake oven’
‘wedding’
‘child’
‘smell’
‘weeks’
‘clouds’
‘bathe’
‘tat’
‘have’
‘tangle’
Yeather’
said’
‘good’
‘rye flour’
‘flag’
‘mosquito’
‘bridge’
‘much’
‘coftfee’
‘stay’
‘tight’
‘stubborn’
‘fox’

‘pig
‘wash’
‘thresh’
‘story’
‘through’
‘daughter’
‘crash’
‘Tabbit’
‘from where’
‘winter”
‘over’
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48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
606.
67.
68.
69.
70,
71.
2.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77
78.
79.
80.
81.
32
33.
84.
35.
86.
87.
88.
39,
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95,
96.

[bliv]
[zajl]
[e:zot]
[k"»z]
[rus]
[mogs]
[jandzj
[CigjoH
{frewa]
fmalc]
[himot|
frum]
[nez]
[jana|
[nan]
[hipo]

fmalca]
ot
[rubot]
[hia10]
f1za|
fvit]
Upri]
finzot]
fvit]
[ezod]
[red]
[ne]
[ema]
[menfa]
[zé(lgj
[jonuaxj
[ac]
[baka]
[na]

fud]
{ful]
[mu]
[fru]
[una]
{vut]
fopl
fhoz]
{jol
fop]

‘stay’
‘soul’
‘donkey’
‘goat’
‘vibration’
‘ass’
‘geese’
‘brick’
‘ask’
‘milk’
‘heaver’
‘space’
‘nose’
‘those’
‘to name’
‘behind’
‘hands’
‘hunger’
long’
ladel’
to milk’
‘times’
‘to rub’
o celebrate’
‘ron’
‘distant’
‘chaff’
qsland’
‘white’
‘donkey’
talk’
‘o’
‘always’
‘people’
‘said’
‘enough’
‘corner’
‘to bake’
‘nah!’
‘owl’
lazy’
‘mouth’
‘woman’
‘under’
‘rage’
‘ape’
‘rabbit’
‘yes

on’
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97.  [[ozot]
98.  [iad]

99.  [riat]
1. [mewka]

101, [newkirg]
102, [jolegje]
103 [veqc]
104, [ugrs]
105, [pliwx]
106, [ftogva]

107.  [hoa)
108, [=j]

109, [vit]

110, [lj)

111, [K'leava]
112.  [ajgoH
113.  [haj]
14, Jowlt]
115.  [blowts]
116, |zow]
17 [aw]]
118, [vow]]
119, [ojosefa]
120, [io))

121, [s&ijg)

II. Spontaneous Speech

References:

‘idiot’
‘earth’
‘stirs’

‘to make’
‘naked’
‘opportunity’
‘week’
‘cars’
‘plough’
‘to die’
‘hair’
‘eqq
‘white’
Iye’
‘claws’
‘always’
iy’
‘old’
*hare’
<o

‘ash’
‘wash’
‘vermin’
‘phuy!’
Yabric’
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